Furman Magazine. Volume 48, Issue 4 - Full Issue by University, Furman
Furman Magazine
Volume 48
Issue 4 Winter 2006 Article 1
1-1-2006
Furman Magazine. Volume 48, Issue 4 - Full Issue
Furman University
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine
This Complete Volume is made available online by Journals, part of the Furman University Scholar Exchange (FUSE). It has been accepted for
inclusion in Furman Magazine by an authorized FUSE administrator. For terms of use, please refer to the FUSE Institutional Repository Guidelines.
For more information, please contact scholarexchange@furman.edu.
Recommended Citation
University, Furman (2006) "Furman Magazine. Volume 48, Issue 4 - Full Issue," Furman Magazine: Vol. 48 : Iss. 4 , Article 1.
Available at: https://scholarexchange.furman.edu/furman-magazine/vol48/iss4/1
WINTER 2006 

Winter 2006 
F E AT U R E S  
WILD SEMESTER 
Rodents, road cruising, bison and bats were just a few of the 
attractions during a new fall-term program. 
2 
by Alicia Rowe 
THEY'RE IN THE BAND 10 
They started playing together as undergraduates, and they 're 
still at it today. Profiles of three groups whose blood runs purple. 
THE DEVIL MADE THEM DO IT 
Assorted tales of pranks, practical jokes and other mischief 
from the Furman archives. 
16 
by Kirk H. Neely 
DIVIDED WE FALL 
Through her work on a new film, a young alum strengthens 
her commitment to the value of interfaith dialogue. 
20 
by Tracy Wells 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE ROAD TRIP 
A student makes a cross-state journey for charity -at about 
10 miles an hour. 
26 
by Jim Stewart 
FURMAN REPORTS 28 
PHILANTHROPY 32 
ATHLETICS 34 
ALUMNI NEWS 36 
THE LAST WORD 48 
Printed on partially recycled paper 
ON THE COVER: 
A juniper tree, estimated to be 400 years old, from the 
Carrizozo Mal pais lava flow of New Mexico. Just one 
of the sights from the Wild Semester. See page 2. 
Photo by Alicia Rowe 
By Alicia Rowe 
Furman students spend an adventurous term in the desert Southwest, 
learning firsthand about wildlife conservation and resource management. 
When I read in The Paladin during the fall of 2004 that Furman might establish a new travel study program that would involve animals, camping, hiking and 
a ranch in the desert, I could not believe my eyes! When I didn't 
find out that there was actually going to be a program until after 
the application deadline, but was still able to apply and was 
accepted, I could not believe my luck. 
And when I told my parents that I was going to live 
for 12 weeks in the wilds of New Mexico, where I would 
be chasing snakes and mice on one of Ted Turner's ranches 
while enduring such semi-primitive conditions as limited 
electricity, sporadic Internet access and intermittent cell­
phone signals, they could not believe I was their daughter. 
However, I am their daughter, and it all happened. 
This fall, I embarked on a journey into the unknown with 
10 other Furman students, two Furman alumni/graduate 
students (Kate Ingram '03 and Mike Evette '05), one Furman 
biology professor (Travis Perry '92) and one professor from 
the University of New Mexico (Kate Thibault, pronounced 
Tee-bo ). The adventure was the brainchild of Dr. Perry, who 
had conducted research at New Mexico 's Ladder Ranch and 
had fallen in love with the place and its wonderful little ghost 
town, Hermosa, which means beautiful in Spanish. 
The area around the ranch features abundant wildlife, 
and Steve Dobrott, manager of the ranch, was interested in 
making better educational use of the facility. Dr. Perry came 
up with the idea of starting a biology 
field school, and for four years they 
worked to arrange for accommodations, 
guest speakers and lecturers, and field 
experiences. Their efforts came to 
fruition this fall, when Furman's 
Wild Semester was born. 
The goal was to help students learn 
to be field biologists while studying 
conservation and ecology and working 
hand-in-hand with such government 
agencies as the U.S. Forest Service and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. In 
other words, engaged learning at its 
best. 
The program lived up to our 
wildest expectations, and more. 
We had the time of our lives while 
discovering amazing new things about 
the world and the animals that live 
in it. 
Hermosa and Ladder Ranch 
Ted Turner purchased Ladder Ranch in 1992 with the idea 
of using it for bison management and wildlife conservation. 
Its 155,550 acres support 45,000 head of bison. 
In addition to raising bison, Ladder Ranch is dedicated 
to conserving endangered species and wildlife biodiversity 
with the help of the Turner Endangered Species Fund. For 
example, the ranch has acclimation pens for Mexican gray 
wolves to live in before they are released into the wild; the 
program is part of the Fish and Wildlife Service's wolf 
reintroduction program. The ranch has also established new 
populations of the black-tailed prairie dog and is working 
to help save the Chiricahua leopard frog. The Rio Grande 
cutthroat trout is another species that is protected on the 
ranch. We worked with all these species except the gray wolves. 
Hermosa itself is a plot of private land on the ranch. 
In the late 1880s it served as a base camp of sorts for gold 
and silver miners who came to the area and developed it 
into a small settlement. In 1889, a flash flood washed away 
virtually the entire town. What remains from the original 
settlement are a cemetery; an adobe hotel (where the students 
lived), complete with uneven floors, a caved-in porch and 
a community of lizards; and the one-room log post office, 
where Dr. Perry lived. A house with kitchen and dining 
facilities and two other small buildings, all added later, 
rounded out our base. 
True to its name, Hermosa is breathtakingly beautiful. 
It is surrounded by gorgeous mountains, and the Palomas 
Creek runs through its front yard. And surprisingly enough, 
to me at least, the landscape was green for most of the time 
we were there. 
Before the trip, when I imagined what Hermosa would 
be like I thought of the stereotypical Southwest: lots of red 
dirt, sand, rocks and cacti. Instead it was an oasis of green 
grasses, yellow rabbit brush, orange globe mallow, white 
and pink apache plume, juniper and pine trees. 
We could not have had a more perfect setting for our 
12 weeks in the West. 
A day in the life 
Our lives at Hermosa followed a somewhat normal schedule. 
The students were divided into three crews to share the work­
load and take care of everyone's needs. The cooking crew 
did the grocery shopping and prepared all the meals for 15 
people. The cleaning crew washed dishes and cleaned the 
kitchen after meals, and the maintenance crew cleaned 
the bathrooms, swept, mopped and did other odd jobs. 
Each crew consisted of three or four students, and 
we rotated crews every week. Not only did this system keep 
things running smoothly, but it was a great way to create 
cohesiveness and teamwork within the group. 
A typical day began around 6:15 a.m., when the cooking 
crew-often wearing the same clothes they had on the day 
before- would roll out of their sleeping bags and off their 
Above: A female bull snake, caught in the wild outside 
Hermosa; from left, the students' hotel, classroom 
and kitchen at Ladder Ranch. Opposite: The group 
gathers in White Sands National Monument in New 
Mexico, which features 275 square miles of gypsum 
dunes. All photos courtesy Alicia Rowe. 
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air mattresses to set out food for breakfast, which lasted until 
7:30. The cooks had to be creative because we had several 
vegetarians and people with food allergies. 
Our classes- Field Zoology, Natural Resource 
Management ( N R M) and Ecology of the Southwest 
-started promptly at 8 a.m. The Mercantile of Hermosa, 
a long adobe building with a large main room, served as our 
classroom; it looked like a classic Western General Store that 
you might see in the movies. With white adobe walls and 
panoramic views of the mountains, the building provided 
an ideal classroom environment. A diesel-fueled generator 
provided electricity. 
We would eat lunch between N R M and ecology class, 
and almost every week guest speakers from such organiza­
tions as the Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau 
of Land Management and the New Mexico Department 
of Game and Fish would visit and talk to us about conser­
vation. They also shared information about internships and 
job opportunities, and we were able to do field work with 
some of them to see what their jobs are like. 
Two days a week we would have a lab, most of which 
included work in the field. On days we didn't have lab, we 
were free to explore the wilderness around Hermosa - but 
only if we told the bosses where we were going and how long 
we would be gone. We enjoyed chasing the assorted lizards, 
snakes and bugs that inhabited the area, but we also found 
time for studying, reading and napping outside. 
Supper was served around 7 p.m.; the generator would 
be turned back on so that we didn 't have to eat in the dark. 
The power stayed on until about 1 1, so we tried to do every­
thing that required light before then. If you wanted to stay 
up later, a headlamp or flashlight would be your best friend, 
although you 'd have to endure the moth attacks on the 
warmer nights. On nights before big tests, our professors 
were kind enough to allow extra generator time. 
Weekends were usually devoted to overnight field trips, 
grocery shopping (often an all-day affair, since the nearest 
store was about two hours away) and sometimes a visit 
to the laundromat, although it didn 't take long for us 
to get used to wearing the same clothes and going without 
a shower for days on end. 
Fun with rodents 
Our first weekend field trip was to Portal, Ariz., where 
research on competition between small mammals and the 
effects they have on the plants they eat has been going on 
since 1977. The Portal site is in southeastern Arizona, which 
is a transition zone between the Chihuahuan and Sonoran 
deserts and features a wide variety of plants and animals. 
This research site was initially designed to observe 
how different species of granivorous (seed-eating) rodents 
and other small mammals competed with granivorous 
ants for food, and how this competition affected the plant 
community. The scope of the research has since broadened 
Above: Moon rise over Arizona. Opposite, from top: 
The students found bear tracks one day on Ladder Ranch; 
at the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum, they encountered 
a Mexican beaded lizard and an American kestrel, the 
smallest falcon in North America. 
to include the study of how changes in the plant community 
(from desert grassland to scrubland) have affected the animal 
population of the area. Much of the information gathered 
at Portal was in our N RM and ecology textbooks, so we felt 
privileged to see our texts come to life. 
One weekend evening each month at Portal, Sherman 
traps (rectangular live rodent traps) are set out in 24 experi­
mental plots. The next morning the traps are collected. 
Those that have a rodent are labeled and the "catch" is 
"processed"- which doesn't mean "turned into cat food" 
but refers to identifying the animal's species, gender and 
reproductive status. 
Once those characteristics are determined, the animal's 
weight and hind foot length are measured. If it had been 
captured previously, it already has a tag and its number is 
recorded as a recapture; if it's a new capture, it is tagged, 
then released. Our job as volunteers was to set out the 
traps at night, then help gather them in the morning. 
Once we started handling the rodents, things got interest­
ing. Several times Dr. Thibault had to show off her rodent 
rodeo skills by recapturing escapees from the hands of 
inexperienced students, including me. Our favorite critter 
was the kangaroo rat, with its long, tufted tail and huge 
hind feet that it uses for jumping around like its namesake. 
After processing the rodents the morning after our first 
night of trapping, we went to Cave Creek Canyon for a picnic 
lunch and a bit of hiking and relaxing. In going from 
a dry, scrubby desert to an apache pine forest complete 
with a stream, we saw clearly how elevation affects the 
lay of the land. 
In addition to the rodents we captured, we saw a variety 
of other wildlife at Portal, including a Mojave rattlesnake, 
the most deadly snake in the Southwest. It was beautiful 
but looked ready to strike, so we kept our distance. We also 
encountered a Centruroides scorpion, another deadly species. 
The most exciting moment came when a tarantula some­
how ended up in Heather Rowan's pants. After it was extri­
cated and general order was restored, some of us worked 
up enough courage to hold the huge, furry spider. It was 
actually amazingly calm, and so was Heather. But after 
the incident, we double- and triple-checked our sleeping 
bags, tents and boots before going to bed. 
When we returned to Portal the next month, we were a 
great deal more accomplished and better able to handle the 
squirmy rodents, much to Dr. Thibault's relief. The Portal 
outings were memorable for other reasons as well, as we 
camped in the desert with no access to water and with thorny 
bushes as our only privacy when answering nature's call. 
It was a blast! 
Road cruising 
The best time to go on safaris was at night, when the nocturnal 
animals would emerge and begin foraging. On their journeys, 
they would often cross the back roads of New Mexico. 
Taking advantage of the lack of evening traffic and 
of Dr. Perry's knowledge of the area, we would frequently 
engage in one of our favorite pastimes: road cruising. We 
would pile into the van and head out, scanning the landscape 
for animals. 
Once we had a sighting, we would park and leap out 
of the van as fast as we could, chasing after whatever we 
had seen. We usually saw more snakes than anything else, 
but we also tracked the occasional toad, coyote or skunk. 
When we caught something, Dr. Perry would step into 
professorial mode by telling us the animal's scientific name 
(which we would later be tested on) and describing its 
idiosyncrasies and its in fluence on the local ecosystem. 
We did have one interesting encounter while road cruising 
in the southern tip of New Mexico: We were pulled over 
by the Border Patrol. I suppose a white, 12-passenger van, 
driving on back roads at night and stopping frequently, might 
look a bit suspicious, but as soon as the officer learned that 
we were legal, he let us go. I was tempted to answer in a 
foreign language when he asked if all of us were American 
citizens, but I figured it might not be the best idea. 
One cool creature we caught while road cruising was 
a Couch's Spadefoot Toad. This little amphibian is well 
adapted to living in dry climates. It has a small, hard, spade­
like protuberance on each of its hind feet (hence its name), 
which it uses to burrow into the ground. The Spadefoot 
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Toad is rarely observed above ground because it emerges 
only in wet weather, to mate and lay eggs. So seeing 
it was a rare opportunity. 
Dr. Perry was always on the lookout for new specimens 
to add to his animal skull collection. On a daytime trip that 
initially wasn't meant to be a road cruising event, he spotted 
a dead badger (one of his favorite animals), so we pulled 
over to check it out. Because badgers are extremely secretive, 
getting to see one was a real treat- even if it was dead. 
The head was undamaged, so Mr. Badger became a donor 
to science, as Dr. Perry extracted its head and one of its arms 
so that we could study the bones. 
Needless to say, we won't soon forget our road cruising 
adventures. 
R&R in Santa Fe 
In late September, after a month of roughing it, we enjoyed 
a special treat: a weekend in beautiful Santa Fe. Our 
adventure started ominously, though; on our way out of 
Hermosa, we blew a tire on Dr. Perry 's huge truck. After 
a long struggle with the spare tire, car jack and rusty, mud­
sealed nuts and bolts, we were able to resume our five-hour 
trip. Lucky we had two guys in our group, because the tire 
problem required some major brute force. 
When we finally arrived and settled into our hotel, we 
headed into downtown Santa Fe, also known as "The Plaza." 
What an incredible city! The Hispanic and Native American 
influences are quite obvious, and the city 's building codes 
require everything in the Plaza to be made of adobe. There 
was even an adobe I H O P! 
We went looking for treasures and had no trouble finding 
them. At the Indian Market, Native Americans sell turquoise 
and silver jewelry, blankets, baskets and other handmade 
goods. There was also a classic car show, complete with old 
Cadillacs, Porsches, Camaros, Model-Ts, and even a few 
Harley Davidsons. I love old cars, so I was drooling. 
The main plaza featured mariachi bands and other forms 
of live music, and the shops ranged from fossil stores (which, 
being a bit of a rock hound, I loved) to department stores 
and your typical Southwestern tourist traps. We even visited 
a furniture store that specialized in exotic upholstery made 
of animal furs and skins. I sat in a throne-like chair, covered 
with giraffe fur, that cost more than $4,800! I made sure to sit 
extremely carefully, and I felt quite important sitting in that 
creation, while at the same time feeling sorry for the giraffe. 
Even though this was supposedly a "free weekend," we 
also took advantage of the educational opportunities the city 
offered. Some of us visited the Georgia O'Keeffe museum; 
others went to the Loretto Chapel to view the " Miraculous 
Stairway," an unsupported spiral stairway built for the chapel 
by a mysterious stranger. I attended Mass in the Cathedral 
of St. Francis of Assisi, built in the early 1600s. I had never 
been to Mass before so it  was a wonderful cultural and 
religious experience for me, although I was extremely grateful 
that one of the Catholics in our group was there to coach me 
through the liturgy. 
Santa Fe was a spectacular place to spend our R&R 
weekend, and all of us wished we could have had more 
time there. 
And immediately upon our return, I made my first snake 
catch! I stepped out of the van, spotted a bull snake crawling 
along the dirt road, and quickly made the grab. I felt I had 
officially arrived! 
Going batty 
Another of Ted Turner's ranches in New Mexico, the 
Armendaris Ranch, features a 250,000- to 750,000-year-old 
lava flow with a collapsed portion, called a lava tube. This 
lava tube, known as the Jornada Bat Cave, is the second 
largest of its kind in North America and is home to eight 
bat species. As many as eight million bats can live in the 
cave at any given time. 
When we arrived, the first thing we noticed were ruins 
made of volcanic rock. These ruins are actually left from 
a guano (bat poop) mine, which was mined for its high-grade 
phosphate lime and potassium nitrate from 1899 to 1902. 
All that is left of the above-ground buildings that were used 
by the miners are tumbling walls built of stacked lava rocks. 
While we were setting up camp near the ruins and 
exploring the lava flow, it started raining, even though the 
sun was still shining. And you know what forms when sun 
and rain mix: rainbows. We were blessed with a beautiful 
double rainbow, arching over the ruins. And that was just 
the start of the evening's events. 
Our purpose for going to the cave was to see the hundreds 
of thousands of M exican free-tailed bats take off at dusk. 
We set up mist nets on one side of the cave's mouth, hoping 
that we might be able to catch a bat and examine it .  Mist 
nets are made of very thin material that can't be sensed 
by the bats' echolocation. 
When dusk finally fell, the show began. I t  was spectacular! 
Not even the rain dampened the wonder. 
As if on cue, thousands upon thousands of bats flew 
out of the cave in a counter-clockwise pattern, which proved 
to be an extremely organized method of departure. We ended 
up catching a female bat and getting an up close and personal 
view of this fascinating creature with the grumpy face. After 
releasing her, we continued watching the bats dance for 
another hour before the rain intensified and drove us back 
to the shelter of our tents. There's no way of knowing 
exactly how long the show went on. 
Above: A gorgeous sunset over Ladder Ranch; inspecting 
a Mexican free-tailed bat. Opposite: When the laundromat 
isn't an option, wash your clothes in the sink and hang them 
on the ranch's barbed wire fence - but don't forget to enjoy 
the view; Professor Perry welcomes a guest on the trip 
to Bosque del Apache; a desert flower in full bloom at 
the Gila Cl iff Dwellings. 
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Bosque del Apache 
The Bosque del Apache W ildlife Refuge near Socorro, N. M . ,  
is a magical place. Each fall the refuge comes alive with 
the animals it was designed to protect - birds, especially 
waterfowl. 
Created by Franklin D. Roosevelt's Civilian Conservation 
Corps in the 1930s as a haven for migratory birds, Bosque 
del Apache is one of the few safe places where birds can stop 
on their travels south from the Arctic Coastal Plain and 
Canada. The refuge is flooded annually to create a wetland 
environment for the migration season, and crops of the birds' 
favorite foods are planted. 
We woke up early on a Saturday in late October to make 
it to the refuge before sunrise, because that is when the fun 
begins. When we arrived, it  was still dark and silent .  Around 
7:20 the sun began to appear, and with it came the birds. 
At first we just heard twitters in the distance and the beauti­
ful, laugh-like calls of the sandhill crane. Then we began 
seeing the profiles of lone birds or pairs of birds against 
the rising sun. 
The light seemed to serve as the volume control for the 
refuge, because the higher the sun rose, the louder the birds' 
conversations became. Then we began to see entire flocks 
of birds take off: snow geese, cranes, ducks, Canada geese, 
even a few birds of prey flying low over the grasses. 
We spotted a coyote hunting in the tall grasses and 
watched as it cornered, killed and ate a rodent .  I t  was 
amazing to experience something that you would otherwise 
see only on the Discovery Channel. 
Another memorable sighting was a roadrunner, although 
much to our disappointment it didn't say "Beep! Beep!" 
Maybe the coyote we had seen earlier was actually the 
infamous Wile E. Coyote, consoling himself with a rodent 
since he was still unable to catch his elusive prey. 
The refuge's bird counter indicated that more than 60,000 
birds were present that day. Later in the season, the numbers 
would reach the hundreds of thousands. I can only imagine 
how incredible that would be, because just 60,000 birds 
at sunrise provided an awesome sight. 
It  is a relief to know that this safe haven for beautiful, 
travel-weary birds will serve as a reliable avian pit stop 
for years to come. 
This page: Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge, a haven 
for birds, did not disappoint. Opposite: Sunrise at 
Bosque del Apache; Alicia Rowe atop a hardened lava 
flow in New Mexico's Carrizozo Mal pais. A member 
of the Class of 2006, she is an earth and environmental 
sciences major from Blacksburg, S.C. 
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A new outlook 
How do I sum up the 12 weeks of Wild Semester? I think 
I can speak for my fellow travelers in saying that I am now 
more politically and environmentally aware. I have learned 
to think more critically about the world and our place in it, 
and I actually have the desire to read the newspaper and find 
out more about what's happening around me, which never 
happened prior to this trip. 
I have learned that there are things I can do as an 
individual to make a difference. I have a broader back­
ground of knowledge that I plan to apply to a job in the 
environmental sciences after I graduate. And the scant 
amount of material possessions we were allowed to take due 
to space constraints have made me realize that I can survive 
just fine without many of the luxuries of modern-day life. 
I have a far richer understanding of how different animals 
impact their environment, and vice versa. And I now realize 
how the removal of even one species can dramatically affect 
the ecosystem in which it lived. 
I have learned how to cook for 15 people, including vege­
tarians. I have eaten everything from tofu to fresh bison meat 
(not together, of course). And I have made friends that will 
last a lifetime. 
In closing, I leave you with an excerpt from Aldo 
Leopold's A Sand County Almanac, a book that I highly 
recommend. This excerpt provides a succinct summary 
of one of the most important lessons we learned: 
"This sounds simple: do we not already sing 
our love for and obligation to the land of the free 
and the home of the brave? Yes, but just what 
and whom do we love? Certainly not the soil, 
which we are sending helter-skelter downriver. 
Certainly not the waters, which we assume 
have no function except to turn turbines, float 
barges, and carry off sewage. Certainly not 
the plants, of which we exterminate whole 
communities without batting an eye. Cer-
tainly not the animals, of which we have already 
extirpated many of the largest and most beau­
tiful species. A land ethic of course cannot 
prevent the alteration, management, and use 
of these 'resources,' but it does affirm their right 
to continued existence, and, at least in spots, 
their continued existence in a natural state." 
Kudos to Dr. Travis Perry for creating such a life-changing 
program, and kudos to the Ladder Ranch for allowing us 
to enjoy this experience.  
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If you haven't heard about them yet, you're likely to soon. 
Two young bands with strong Furman ties, FLOREZ 
and NEEDTOBREATHE, are making names for themselves 
on the music scene just a few short years after leaving their 
Furman days behind. NEEDTOBREATHE, which counts 
two alumni among its members, is eagerly awaiting the 
April release of its new CD, "Daylight," from Atlantic/Lava. 
FLOREZ, which features four Furman alums, recently was 
invited to perform on the Rock Boat, a showcase cruise 
for rising bands. 
Neither group is the first Furman band to create some 
buzz - or to be profiled in an alumni publication. But both 
seem to be generating a great deal of chatter among music 
lovers and industry insiders, and their potential for future 
success appears good. 
Although all of the Furman alumni in the two groups 
earned their degrees before diving full time into show 
business, none of them majored in music. Both bands 
also present a positive, upbeat and often spiritual message 
that has earned them a strong crossover following. But 
perhaps that shouldn't come as too much of a surprise, 
since three members of NEEDTOBREATHE - Joe Stillwell 
'03, Bear R inehart '03 and Bear's bandmate/brother Bryant 
(Bo) - are preacher's kids, and Alex Florez '03 (can you 
guess which group he's with?) earned his Furman degree 
in religion. 
Their ability to appeal to a variety of musical tastes 
and audiences has helped to fuel word of mouth about 
NEEDTOBREATHE and FLOREZ. Of course, whether 
either band will last another 15 or 20 years (or even another 
15 or 20 weeks) is still to be determined. But if they do, we'll 
offer them the "elder statesman" status that we've reserved, 
for this article's purposes at least, for The Floating Men. 
Jeff Holmes and Scot Evans, both 1983 graduates, 
have built their own hard-core following in Nashville and the 
surrounding area during their 16 years as The Floating Men, 
the last 10 of which have been spent primarily as a studio 
band. But if their devoted fans keep clamoring for their 
music and even help produce their albums, how can they 
not keep floating back for more? 
Furman magazine dispatched Jessica Miller '03 
and Katie Levans '07 to find out more about how all 
three bands started, where they've been and where 
they're headed. Jessica lives in Nashville, where she works 
in market research for the United Methodist Publishing 
House. She recently earned a Master of Theological Studies 
degree from Vanderbilt Divinity School. Katie, who is from 
Woodstock, Ill., and is majoring in Spanish at Furman, is 
assistant editor of the university's internal Web site, FUnet 
- and a big fan of both NEEDTOBREATHE and FLOREZ. 
Check out the bands' stories - and visit their Web 
sites to sample their music. 
Scot Evans (left) and 
Jeff Holmes have long 
been stalwarts of the 
Nashville music scene. 
Join the Floatilla FANS' DEVOTION INSPIRES FLOATING MEN TO KEEP THE MUSIC PLAYING 
The word "fan" is short for "fanatic" -
a term that aptly describes the fans 
of The Floating Men. 
Now in their 16th year as a duo, 
Furman alumni Jeff Holmes and Scot 
Evans, both 1983 graduates, have culti­
vated one of indie rock's most devoted 
followings. And although The Floating 
Men stopped touring in 1996, their fans, 
the self-dubbed "Fioatilla," flock from all 
over the South and Midwest to the band's 
occasional live concerts - and usually 
wind up singing every word right along 
with them. 
"It's kind of creepy," Holmes jokes. 
A long way from their days of "borrow­
ing" rehearsal space in the basement of 
Furman's music building, the Nashville­
based duo has released seven studio 
albums and six "authorized bootlegs." 
And they can credit their last three studio 
albums not just to their fans' devotion, 
but to their wallets as well. Their 2004 
release, "The Haunting," was the most 
recent project fully funded by the fans, 
who actually became executive producers 
by paying up to $1,000 to watch the group 
record their tracks. 
"The Haunting" is a concept album 
in which all 13 tracks are sung from the 
perspectives of ghosts, as they watch 
one of their fellow deceased unintention­
ally haunt the lover he left behind. While 
such offbeat tales may seem outside 
the realm of common experience, it 
is precisely those troubled characters 
and vivid images that make the band's 
music personal to so many fans. 
"The songs [have] such a sense of 
longing for something that really hits home 
- even if you weren't sure where that was," 
says Cris Stanfill, executive producer of 
"Crave," the album's eighth track. "The 
stories are about feeling your own soul 
and mortality, and finding peace amidst 
the rubble of the life that we used to live." 
Stanfill, who has followed the band 
for 13 years, says that Holmes has grown 
up right alongside her, from their days of 
wild parties and youthful naivete to more 
reflective and (theoretically) responsible 
adulthood. 
At Furman, Holmes majored in 
philosophy and Evans in music theory. 
Even then, Holmes was the vocalist -
he was a member of the Furman Singers 
- and Evans was the instrumentalist, 
playing in the band and orchestra. Both 
were in the Jazz Ensemble, directed at 
the time by Richard Steffen. 
Steffen helped find them gigs around 
Greenville, from playing college parties 
and wedding receptions to backing up 
Elvis impersonators. "Anything that paid," 
says Evans. 
After graduation, they played in the 
band The Little Saints (which included 
Grog Eisnaugle '82), performing in col­
lege towns and nightclubs across the 
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Southeast. But the "loud and fast" 
musical style popular in the mid-eighties 
wasn't satisfying to Holmes and Evans, 
who count among their inspirations 
such varied performers as Simon and 
Garfunkel, Bruce Springsteen, the Eagles 
and Nine Inch Nails. They wanted to be 
a great acoustic group - even in the days 
before MTV Unplugged. 
When The Little Saints ended, The 
Floating Men took shape - and Holmes 
and Evans found the unique sound they 
craved. Die-hard fan Patsy DuBos 
On the verge 
The wail of electric guitars echoes 
down Main Street in the sleepy South 
Carolina burg of Walhalla. It is a sound 
uncharacteristic of the standard Sunday 
serenade. In this city religion rules, and 
the Ten Commandments hang framed 
next to the garbage cans at Arby's. 
But tonight a band from neighboring 
Seneca, local favorite NEEDTOBREATHE, 
is back in town after a six-week recording 
session in England, and the modest, 453-
seat Walhalla Civic Auditorium is hosting 
the homecoming. 
In the world of rock and roll, a venue 
like Walhalla might be considered a hum­
bling step backwards for a band that has 
played with such musical heavyweights 
as Jason Mraz, Switchfoot, Everclear 
and Collective Soul. But for a couple 
of guys that got their start playing talent 
shows and fraternity parties at Furman, 
no venue is too small. 
What began back in 1999 as un­
tailored guitar strumming on the second 
floor balcony of Manly Hall now has 
pioneering members and freshman 
roommates Bear Rinehart '03 and 
Joe Stillwell '03 on the brink of rock 
describes it as "a country and Southern­
influenced thinking-person's Americana 
[with] an overlay of rock and roll and jazz." 
Such a complex style seems to come 
naturally to The Floating Men. In fact, 
that's how they got their name. "Some­
one told us we made it look so easy, 
we looked like we'd float off the stage," 
Holmes explains. 
Nonetheless, the men swear it is any­
thing but easy to make it to where they are. 
"We basically jumped in without a net, into 
a very demanding career," Holmes says. 
Lacking the promotional help of 
a big-name music label or radio station, 
they worked their way out of obscurity 
with sheer "sweat and word of mouth." 
They performed an exhausting 250 nights 
of the year in the early nineties, having 
so much fun that at first they didn't realize 
how miserable they were. 
"You have to be willing to sacrifice 
every semblance of a normal life," 
Holmes says. 
Finally, they grew weary of touring. 
Since 1996 they've settled into relatively 
NEEDTOBREATHE AWAITS APRIL RELEASE OF MAJOR-LABEL CD 
stardom. From Furman to Los Angeles 
to England and back, the two have carried 
their sound around the world. 
Last March NEEDTOBREATHE, which 
at the time included Bear's brother Bryant 
(Bo), bassist Seth Bolt and keyboardist 
Nick Stills (who recently left the band), 
signed a record deal with Atlantic/Lava 
Records. The trip to England followed 
soon thereafter, and today the group 
is anxiously awaiting the April 4 release 
of its first major-label album from multi­
platinum producer Andy Green. 
The group has a strong following 
among alumni and students, but Bear 
says that their popularity didn't really start 
growing until after they graduated. Even 
though as students they once played 
120 shows in a year, Bear and Joe say 
NEEDTOBREATHE passed under the 
radar during their Furman days. 
"I think we were almost unnoticed," 
says Bear. "There were other bands. 
People had other stuff going on." 
In school Joe was a member of 
Furman Singers; Bear was a star receiver 
for the football team and, according 
to Joe, a pseudo-celebrity on campus. 
Tack on classes, papers, presentations 
and exams, and you've got two pretty 
typical Furman students. Add a struggling 
start-up band and you've got the makings 
of impending burnout. 
Still, the two found time to make 
weekly trips back to their hometown 
of Seneca, where they and their band­
mates turned the Rineharts' dad's church, 
United Assembly, into a rehearsal studio. 
Bear earned his degree in political 
science but readily admits that academics 
weren't foremost on his mind. He was 
always determined to make the band a 
career, and he made music a priority even 
Furman football coach Bobby Lamb 
respected. 
"There were a couple of times I'd 
leave a game to go play a show," he says. 
"The other guys ragged on me because 
I looked different with the long hair and 
all that, but the coaches were really cool 
about it." 
As graduation loomed, so did the 
pressure (both internal and external) 
to find a "real job." At Furman, where 
graduate school acceptance rates and 
postgraduate job placements are points 
normal lives in Nashville, complete with 
families and day jobs. While maintaining 
an active recording schedule, they have 
limited their live performances to occa­
sional weekends in Nashville, Atlanta 
and other nearby venues. 
One of their most recent excursions 
was to Chattanooga, Tenn., for their fifth 
annual Labor Day "Floating Men Fest," 
honoring the band's 15 years of music. 
According to Evans, the fans deserve 
the credit for their success and longevity. 
"If we didn't have their depth of devotion, 
of pride, "rock star" isn't exactly a typical 
occupational aspiration. 
"Part of going to Furman is expecting 
when you get out to make a certain amount 
of money," says Bear. "The further along 
I got, the less of a reality that became." 
Joe, a business administration major, 
waited tables for two years after gradu­
ation, a job that at least allowed him 
we probably wouldn't have lasted this 
long," he says. 
Now The Floating Men are moving 
on to another phase in their post-touring 
lives. Evans, who recently earned a Ph.D. 
from Vanderbilt University, has begun 
teaching in the community psychology 
program at Wilfrid Laurier University in 
Waterloo, Ontario. Holmes remains in 
Nashville, where he is a conservation 
planner and senior field biologist for 
Conservation Southeast, Inc. 
Despite Evans' move, they expect 
to practice and perform. Bear married 
his college sweetheart, Mary Reames 
Sawyer '03, and remained devoted to 
his mistress, music. For a while they 
were "starving artists," according to Joe's 
brother Adam Stillwell '99, who today 
helps manage the band's tour schedule. 
"They're at a point now where they 
can look back and say that it was worth 
to continue to record and perform 
together as circumstances allow. 
Evans says, "I'll be back and forth to 
Nashville quite a bit, working on some 
research with colleagues at Vanderbilt, 
so we should be able to keep up our 
activities." 
Which, no doubt, is music to the 
ears of the Floatilla. 
- Jessica Miller 
Critic Dave Weinthal has 
described NEEDTOBREATHE 
(from left, Bear Rinehart, 
Joe Stillwell, Bo Rinehart, 
Nick Stills, Seth Bolt) as 
having a "one-of-a-kind 
college-meets-mainstream 
rock sound and rock-star 
charisma to match." 
it," says Adam. "They're at a point where 
they could make it huge." 
A point that stretches back to their 
Furman connections, and to a string 
of fortunate events that aligned like 
stepping-stones down the path to success. 
In 2002, while NEEDTOBREATHE 
was still awaiting its big break, Jeff Krones 
'04, then a Furman junior, overheard 
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the band's music being played by his 
roommates, who played football with 
Bear. Impressed with the band's sound, 
Krones passed the music on to his dad, 
who is the former head of Columbia 
Records in London and the current owner 
of Kip Krones Management in Nashville. 
"It was the first time I'd ever sent him 
music, but I thought it was really good 
and had potential," says Jeff. 
His dad agreed. He began managing 
Rockin' the boat 
Apparently South Housing is a breeding 
ground for budding musicians, because 
in 1999, within earshot of the Manly Hall 
balcony where Bear Rinehart and Joe 
Stillwell of NEEDTOBREATHE got their 
start, roommates Alex Florez and Dusty 
Emerick settled into their room in 
McGlothlin Hall and onto a path that 
would also turn their common hobby 
into a career. 
Alex had fallen in love with the guitar 
at the age of 6. He had big dreams inside 
his little body, and his mother had to fight 
to convince his teacher that his small 
hands could handle such a large instrument. 
Alex proved mom right. He caught 
on quickly and by eighth grade was writ­
ing his own music and lyrics. 
Dusty grew up in Memphis, Tenn., 
surrounded by the blues, rock and blue­
grass. Stirred by what he describes 
as the raw simplicity of the city's music, 
he taught himself to play the guitar 
and went on to master the mandolin, 
harmonica and banjo. 
When it came time to fill out college 
paperwork, both guys indicated the guitar 
as an interest on their roommate place­
ment forms. And both were pleased 
with the outcome. 
NEEDTOBREATHE exclusively and is 
responsible for landing the band's record 
deal with Atlantic/Lava. Jeff now works 
for Creative Artists Agency and has been 
booking NEEDTOBREATHE since they 
returned from England. 
"There were a lot of music people 
at Furman," Bear notes. "Not just music 
majors but people connected to the 
business in some way. We got lucky 
without knowing it." 
Now, with the CD's impending release 
and a national promotional tour to follow, 
Joe and Bear feel lucky, yes, to have come 
such a long way from playing music on 
a dorm balcony. They feel blessed to 
be doing what they love. And they feel 
relieved to be turning rock and roll into 
a reputable (and profitable) career even 
Furman can respect. 
- Katie Levans 
BUZZ IS BUILDING FOR THE MEN OF FLOREZ 
"I feel like freshman halls at Furman 
are arranged somewhat strategically," 
says Alex, "which worked out well for us." 
The two began practicing in their 
room and eventually moved on to audition 
for casual shows on campus. Shortly 
before a cafe-style gig in the PalaDen, 
they recruited Dusty's Sigma Chi brother, 
Erik Huffman '03, to play bass. 
Erik, a Greenville native, learned to 
play bass in high school, when he was 
part of a short-lived band. Alex and Dusty 
welcomed him into what was then known 
as "The Alex Florez Band." Guitarist Dana 
Brewster '02, who had played briefly with 
NEEDTOBREATHE, joined the group in 
the winter of 2000. 
In the beginning, the guys say that 
the band, which would soon become 
FLOREZ, wasn't a full-time job. "We 
didn't play enough for that," says Alex. 
"When we played it was serious but 
a seasonal event." 
Once they began looking for bigger 
gigs, they visited the Handlebar, a legend­
ary performing house/listening room in 
Greenville. Alex was offended when, after 
being informed that only "big bands" play 
at the Handlebar, they were turned away. 
"I understand we were nothing except 
what existed inside my head at the time," 
says Alex, "but I still took it as a personal 
insult." 
The group continued to practice 
and play small venues until the summer 
of 2002, when they were presented the 
opportunity to travel to New York and 
record their debut album, "Find Yourself," 
with Dana's longtime friend and guitar 
teacher Lee Kizer. They rented a space 
in Queens, where they recorded for three 
days, 16 hours a day, and got their first 
taste of being a "real band." Alex, Dusty 
and Erik then returned to Furman for their 
senior year, while Dana, who had earned 
his philosophy degree, remained in New 
York to help produce the album. 
"We had a friend with the means to 
make a decent record, so we went with 
it with little knowledge and less money," 
says Alex. "What we accomplished wasn't 
perfect, but it marked the beginning of 
our career and the foundation of our first 
year." 
At that point, they committed to 
making FLOREZ a career. 
For Alex, a religion major, and Dusty, 
who majored in art, the decision was 
never in doubt. "This has always been 
my career," says Alex, while Dusty adds, 
"I knew I was not going to be filling out 
any applications of any sort. If I chose 
any other job, I would be itching to do this." 
But until the trip to New York, Erik, 
a business major, was still on the fence. 
"I thought I was supposed to go on to 
grad school or get a real job or some­
thing," he says. "I just always thought 
of music as a hobby. It wasn't until 
then that I was confident enough to 
go with it." 
Today the band members live 
together in Nashville with Brian "Smitty" 
Smith '03, who managed their most 
recent tour, and drummer Josh Robinson. 
In Nashville they recorded their sopho­
more album, "Take Flight," with Ed Cash, 
who was named producer of the year 
at the 2005 BMI Gospel Music Awards. 
The CD was released in April 2005, 
and since then FLOREZ has been touring 
(mostly in the Southeast, although last 
summer they played at the House of Blues 
in Chicago). They've returned to Furman 
twice to play at Homecoming. And yes, 
they've even headlined at the Handlebar. 
But do they feel like rock stars yet? 
"No more than I did when I was 12," says 
Alex. "When I was 12 I thought I was 
the coolest guy in the world." 
Their fans think they're pretty cool 
right now. Thanks to their growing follow­
ing, FLOREZ won a spot on the coveted 
Rock Boat tour, a five-day cruise ("The 
World's Greatest Floating Music Festival") 
through the Caribbean featuring such 
artists as Sister Hazel, Better Than Ezra, 
Pat Green, Shawn Mullins, Virginia 
Coalition and the Pat McGee Band. 
The ship sailed January 14; FLOREZ 
earned its way into the lineup through 
an on-line popular vote. 
The band's sound covers everything 
from blues to hip-hop, rock and Latin. 
And the Rock Boat is sure to give FLOREZ 
invaluable exposure and could be its ticket 
to the big time - although in the world of 
music, nothing is guaranteed. 
But for a group of guys who got their 
start through a chance roommate lottery, 
anything could happen. "Sometimes the 
best music comes when you least expect 
it," says Dusty. 
- Katie Levans 
Photo: Just before Dusty Emerick, 
Alex Florez, Dana Brewster and 
Erik Huffman (left to right) went on 
the Rock Boat tour in January, their 
song "Natalie" was featured on the 
hit NBC series "Scrubs." 
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The Devil Made Them Do It 
A select compilation of tales of mischief 
and mayhem on the Furman campus. And you know who you are. 
Among the memories of Furman 
that we all treasure are those moments 
of splendid social deviance. 
Indeed, college pranks run as 
a tangent to the classical curriculum. 
After hearing a litany of pranks, one 
mother of three Furman students was 
heard to comment, "And these are the 
smart kids!" 
As a part of the college experience, 
pranks provide temporary stress relief 
for students - and also present the 
university with a challenge to find new 
ways to channel their creative energy. 
Somehow, though, the mischievous 
always seem to succeed in carrying 
out their devilish schemes. 
What follows are a few collected 
Furman stories, from my experience 
and those of acquaintances with Furman 
connections. They serve as examples 
of the type of chicanery Furman students 
are capable of. The names have been 
withheld to protect both perpetrators 
and victims. 
During my freshman year (1962-63), 
I roomed with a friend from my home­
town. We had attended the same church 
and graduated from the same high school. 
Two of the nicest guys in the world lived 
next to us, one from Charleston, S.C., 
and the other from Pennsylvania. Our 
RA (resident advisor) was a senior, an 
accounting major from east Tennessee. 
Housing students from more than four 
states who represented three Christian 
denominations, the third floor of Poteat 
Hall was the epitome of what passed 
for diversity at Furman in the 1960s. 
In those days, Army ROTC was 
a required course for freshman and 
sophomore men. All but the slackers 
among us went weekly to the armory 
in the basement of the James B. Duke 
Library to clean our M-1 rifles. On 
Sunday nights, during mandatory study 
hours, the Gung Ho among us polished 
By Kirk H. Neely 
Illustrations by June Pitts Neely 
brass and spit-shined shoes in prepara­
tion for ROTC drill on Monday afternoon. 
One day, two hours before drill, 
the nice guy from Charleston asked my 
roommate to awaken him in one hour. 
Seems the poor fellow had for some 
reason decided to add studying to his 
regular spit-and-polish routine the previous 
night and had stayed up quite late. 
Whatever the case, when the time 
came to wake him up, he was not easily 
roused. Our attempts to comply with 
his request escalated from gentleness 
to firmness, from cajoling to jostling. 
Finally my roommate asked, "Have 
you ever seen those old movies where 
the beds fold up into the wall?" 
The sleeper's eyes suddenly opened, 
but too late. We seized the foot of his 
bed and turned it upside down. He 
was pinned against the wall, head down. 
We left him screaming in protest. And 
yes, he was late to drill. Never again 
did he ask us to serve as a substitute 
for his alarm clock. 
It was my first college prank. 
Most Furman alums have memories 
of simple pranks that ended with a smile 
and no harm done. In my day, they 
included such things as stacking alumi­
num cans in a pyramid inside a doorway, 
which was then sealed with newspaper 
and masking tape. When the door was 
opened, the resulting vacuum sucked 
flying cans into the room. Or scheming 
students would wait until a studious 
sort left to study for an exam, then fill 
her room to the ceiling with wadded 
newspapers. 
On one occasion, a Furman stud­
wannabe finally got a date with the girl 
of his dreams. When he returned from 
his pre-date workout and completed his 
pre-date shower, he discovered that all 
of his preppy clothes had been removed 
from his closet and dresser drawers. 
He was left with only the smelly sweats 
he had discarded before the shower. 
His clothes had been stored in his car, 
his car had been relocated to the other 
side of campus, and his car keys had 
been carefully locked inside the vehicle. 
Freshmen, ever precocious and eager, 
tend to learn early the value of a well­
planned prank. Fountain hopping during 
Orientation is usually only the beginning 
of the mischief. 
Brother and sister halls are supposed 
to mix and mingle. Sometimes, they 
find ways to do even more. For example, 
sheets of fiberglass sealed with silicone 
caulking can convert a communal shower 
into a coed hot tub. And balloons filled 
with shaving cream and water often 
become the preferred method of attack 
when sibling halls scrimmage. 
Under cover of night, freshman men 
wearing dark clothing have been known 
to launch an assault on their sister hall. 
The well-coordinated scheme might 
include Cheez Whiz squirted into the 
door locks, Vaseline on the doorknobs, 
powdered Kool-Aid hidden in the 
showerheads, and clear Karo corn 
syrup poured on the toilet seats. 
The women, apparently conceding 
their male comrades' superiority when 
it comes to campus hijinks, respond with 
a peace offering. Come get your delicious 
chocolate brownies, boys . . .  laced with 
Ex-Lax. 
In the rarified atmosphere where 
academic and athletic competitiveness 
thrive, one simple prank can lead to 
another - until the rivalry escalates 
and continues even beyond graduation. 
A classic tale: Two teammates on 
the Furman debate squad, a senior and 
a junior, were bright students and master 
pranksters. In their early years at Furman, 
they often conspired in mischief making 
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- as in tilting a trash barrel full of 
water against the door of across-the-hall 
adversaries. The next morning, a drench­
ing surprise greeted the unsuspecting 
foes. Quick retaliation came when a 
somewhat smaller trash can filled with 
water was l ifted high over the locked 
door of a bathroom stall and dumped 
into the lap of one of the offenders, rudely 
interrupting his private enjoyment 
of a paperback book. 
A truce was declared. It lasted 
through the Christmas break. 
Then, on a cold, dark night in early 
January, one of the debaters waded into 
the shal lows of the Furman lake, bound 
for Duck Island. He snatched a mallard, 
stuffed her into a gym bag and snuck her 
into the room of the guys across the hall. 
The distressed duck found a roosting 
place - the open book bag of a Furman 
student. Amazingly, the victims slept 
through the intrusion. But when they 
awoke the next morning, their room was 
just ducky, and they were quite unhappy. 
There is no record that a report was filed 
with the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 
Perhaps these were the same folks 
who once captured several ducks and 
locked them overnight in Ramsay Parlor 
in the women's - now called Lakeside 
- residential complex. The result? Wel l, 
the parlor really needed redecorating, 
anyway. 
As for the debate team pranksters, 
they eventually became roommates ­
and turned their cleverness against 
each other. 
Deciding to have the last laugh, the 
junior plotted against the senior. One 
hour before graduation, the senior walked 
down the hall to take a shower before the 
ceremonies began. The junior quietly 
followed him down the hall, lifted his 
clothing and towel from the communal 
bath, and locked them in their room, 
thereby leaving his roommate stranded. 
When he discovered the heist, the 
quick-thinking senior wrapped himself 
in a shower curtain and called Public 
Safety. An officer arrived promptly and, 
apparently unruffled by the sight that 
greeted him, unlocked the room. Our 
friend made it to graduation - barely. 
His roommate congratulated him on his 
resourcefulness, and the new graduate 
commended his roomie on getting the 
last laugh. 
Or so he said. 
As summer progressed, the junior 
kept waiting for his spring-term grades 
to arrive. When, after an extended 
period, they still failed to appear, he 
called the registrar's office to inquire -
and was told that he would not receive 
his grades until he cleared up a serious 
matter with the James B. Duke Library. 
It seems that on graduation day, 
50 random books had been checked 
out in his name. He could not receive 
his grades until the overdue books were 
returned and all fines had been paid. 
Turned out that the "friend" who 
graduated had been employed in the 
library. Just before he left campus, he 
had checked out the books in his room­
mate's name, then reshelved them in odd 
places throughout the library. It took the 
rising senior several trips to Furman, and 
most of the summer, to resolve the mess. 
The graduate had the last laugh after all.  
Sometimes college pranks cross an 
invisible and blurred line between funny 
and too far. During my sophomore year, 
the governor of South Carolina visited 
the campus. Someone stole the governor's 
automobile. The vehicle, sporting South 
Carolina license tag Number I ,  was 
found parked on a fairway on the back­
side of the Furman golf course. 
When I was a senior, the rose garden 
was prepared for the annual May Day 
pageant. Instead of the expected fra­
grance of roses, however, participants 
and visitors were greeted with the 
disagreeable odor of goats with 
dirty feet. 
On a substance-free hall ,  the 
residence l ife staff had prepared for 
the arrival of new students with their 
substance-free parents. In the wee hours 
of the morning before the first meeting, 
a prankster placed several cans of beer 
in the oven of the hall k itchen - then 
turned on the oven.  The beer cans 
exploded. When parents and freshmen 
arrived a few hours later, the entire hall 
reeked with the aroma of warm beer. 
The most unusual Furman prank 
from my days on campus happened 
during my junior year. 
In those days, the campus was remote 
enough to have its own special fire depart­
ment, near the back gate off Duncan 
Chapel Road. A lone fireman was on 
duty with his vintage fire truck. Two 
students became fast friends with the 
fireman. They shared pizza and card 
games together, and over time the fire­
man showed the students how to operate 
the truck. 
One night in the early spring, the 
students nailed a pre-cut board over 
the doorframe of the fireman's quarters. 
Helplessly imprisoned, he heard the 
sound of the fire truck fade into the 
distance. With lights flashing and siren 
blaring, the big red Furman fire engine 
was abandoned on the football practice 
field. An impromptu pep rally followed, 
until campus security rescued the fire 
truck and the fireman. 
These are just a few stories about 
mischief and mayhem at Furman through 
the years. Certainly many more tales, 
from both the old campus and the new, 
remain untold. Perhaps someday an 
i ndustrious sort will seek them out and 
compile an anthology of the greatest 
pranks in Furman history. 
I n  the meantime, with apologies 
to campus security and to housekeeping 
and to the administrative types who are 
duty-bound to publicly deplore such 
nonsense, I submit that wherever keen 
minds are convened and fun-loving 
people are gathered, the potential for 
Each year, just before Christmas, the 
folks at Morningside Baptist Church in  
Spartanburg, S .C. ,  rearrange the furniture 
in the sanctuary. 
They move the altar aside and bring 
in  a comfortable armchair - perfect for 
a down-home fireside chat. 
And then they pack the house for 
the Sunday service, because they're 
eager to hear what's coming: the 
Rev. Kirk Neely's annual Christmas story. 
For the last 1 0  years, Neely's gift 
to his congregation has been an original 
Christmas tale, one he's worked on for 
months to get just the right tone and 
feel. "The stories are usually about folks 
dealing with some sort of hardship, but 
they always have a hopeful message," 
he says. 
The preacher, a 1 966 Furman 
graduate, puts on quite a show. "It's 
as if you' re in his l iving room," says his 
daughter-in-law, June Pitts Neely '97. 
"He knows how to deliver a story, and 
people really respond to hearing his 
message in that kind of format." 
When he first started writing the 
stories, Kirk would occasionally give 
a printed version to friends as special 
presents. After a while he began asking 
June, an artist, if she could dress up the 
tales with i l lustrations, so they wouldn't 
be "just words in a notebook." 
In itially, this was an informal colla­
boration. But come October, Kirk's 
imaginative Yuletide yarns and June's 
artistic flair will be made avai lable to 
a wider audience when Hub City Press 
of Spartanburg publishes Comfort and 
Joy: Stories for Christmas. 
Hub City Press is known for its 
support of regional authors, and Kirk 
certainly qualifies as such. He has 
penned several devotional books and 
writes a column titled "By the Way" for 
the Spartanburg Herald-Journal's weekly 
magazine. 
For Kirk and June, the book is the 
latest m ilestone in a relationship that 
goes back 1 3  years. That's when June, 
as a freshman at Furman, began dating 
Erik Neely '95, son of Kirk and Clare 
Long Neely '66. June quickly grew close 
to the entire Neely clan, which included 
Erik's four sibl ings, and especially to Kirk, 
who she describes as "such a dad not 
just to his kids, but to their friends. He's 
always interested and offering help." 
After she graduated, she and Erik 
married and moved to Charleston, S.C. ,  
where she worked as an artist and 
Erik was an award-winning newspaper 
reporter. Erik was also a vocal supporter 
of his father's writing efforts, often 
encouraging him to write a novel. 
When Erik died suddenly in Novem­
ber 2000, the family was devastated. 
But faith and support for one another 
helped sustain them. 
June now l ives in Nashville, where 
she paints and teaches elementary art. 
Her bond with the Neelys remains strong, 
mischief is great. It is almost enough 
to make a distinguished college president 
shout aloud at a football game in Paladin 
Stadium, "FU all the time!" 
Maybe this article inspires you to share 
your own splendid tale of social deviance 
from your Furman days. If so, please 
send your favorite story (or stories) 
to jim.stewart@furman.edu or to 
alumni@furman.edu. We 'll post the 
cleaner ones (no worse than PG-13) 
at http://alumni.furman.edu, the alumni 
Web site, and might even print a few 
more in a future issue of the magazine. 
and she visits and vacations with the 
family when the opportunity arises. 
Her collaboration with "Papa Kirk" 
on the book, she says, is just one more 
way for them to remain connected 
to each other - and to Erik. 
Kirk, a proud advocate of his 
daughter-in-law's talent, is pleased that 
the Christmas stories wil l live on in book 
form. He says, "Sermons are nice, but 
they tend to have a short life span. 
The printed word has more longevity." 
And about that novel Erik wanted 
him to write? "I intend to do it," he says 
with conviction - then adds slyly, "It 
wi l l  be about an overworked, underpaid, 
overfed pastor in the South." 
- Jim Stewart 
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The stories of hate-crime victims in America form the core of a documentary ­
and provide powerful testimony to our need for greater understanding of cultural 
and rel igious differences. 
By Tracy Wells 
An incredibly deafening sound pierces the crisp blue air 
of a beautiful September morning in New York. On 
the streets of lower Manhattan, a young Brooklyn-born 
financial consultant looks up to see a plan� soaring just 
above the skyscrapers he's standing under. His eyes 
follow it into Tower 2 of the World Trade Center; the 
first tower is already smoldering. He immediately 
ducks under some scaffolding to avoid the debris that 
explodes into the air, showering the streets with 
burning papers and other office materials. 
Amrik Singh Chawla, 33, had been headed 
downtown on business on the morning of September 
1 1, 2001, when he learned that the World Trade Center 
was on fire. He was leaving the island on foot when 
he saw the second plane hit. 
After climbing out from under the scaffolding 
and helping a woman out from under some debris, 
he began his panicked journey off the island. 
Suddenly, as he rounded a corner on Broadway, 
two men approached him. One pointed at him and 
yelled, "Hey, you ****ing terrorist, take that turban 
off!" They chased him into a subway station, where 
Amrik jumped on a train, narrowly escaping their 
angry threats. 
Amrik is a follower of Sikhism, a religion from 
northern India that originated in the 15th century 
CE and has more than 20 million followers world­
wide. Amrik keeps his long uncut hair wrapped 
in a turban as a religious article of faith. 
Osama bin Laden also wears a turban. 
But this incident occurred just minutes after 
the second plane hit; these men hadn't yet seen 
images of bin Laden on the news. And even though 
bin Laden claims to represent a form of Islam, not 
Sikhism, and his turban is significantly different in 
style from Sikh turbans, the average American has 
no knowledge of these nuances. The visceral, knee­
jerk reaction is strong: "Turban equals terrorist." 
Director Sharat Raju watches 
cinematographer Matthew 
Blute film an interview. 
Opposite: Valarie Kaur and 
Amrik Singh Chawla meet 
at Ground Zero, four years 
after his narrow escape. All 
photos courtesy Tracy Wells. 
Amrik is just one of many Sikh Americans who 
were threatened or were victims of hate crimes in  
the minutes, weeks, months and years following 9/1 1 .  
They were targeted because of their appearance ­
turbans and beards, both articles of Sikh religious 
faith. 
His story and many others are told in the 
forthcoming documentary fi lm Divided We Fall: 
Americans in the Aftermath, from New Moon 
Productions. I have been volunteer communications 
director for this project since last May. 
Amrik was one of the lucky ones - he survived 
his brush with hatred. Others were not so lucky. 
Although the numbers are not definite, an estimated 
19 people have been killed in 9/1 1-related hate crimes. 
One of these was Balbir Singh Sodhi, a turbaned 
Sikh man who was murdered at his gas station in 
Mesa, Ariz., on September 15, 200 1 .  His story is 
one of the central features of Divided We Fall. When 
arrested, his attacker, Frank Roque, yelled, "I am 
a patriot! Arrest me and let those terrorists go wild!" 
A reason to act 
On the morning of September 1 1 ,  2001 ,  I didn't know 
the slightest thing about Sikhism. The thought that 
this disaster might spur "retaliatory" hate crimes 
against innocent Americans never crossed my mind 
as I watched the planes careen into the World Trade 
Center from the safety of my apartment in North 
Village, while I was getting ready for the first day 
of classes of my junior year at Furman. I had no 
idea who Amrik was, or what a Sikh was. 
And yet, nearly four years later, I would be stand­
ing at Ground Zero with the crew of Divided We Fall, 
hearing Amrik describe these events and how his 
life has changed since 9/1 1 . 
Divided We Fall had its humble beginnings in 
200 1 ,  as a student research project. That fal l  Valarie 
Kaur, supported by a Stanford University student 
research grant, filmed more than 1 00 hours of raw 
video footage of interviews with hate-crime victims 
in the immediate aftermath of 9/1 1 .  
Valarie, like m e  a junior i n  college o n  9/1 1 ,  is 
a Californian and a third-generation Sikh American. 
Her paternal grandfather immigrated to California 
from India in 1 9 1 3 .  After 9/1 1  she began hearing 
(and reading on Sikh e-mail lists) countless stories 
of Sikhs targeted for everything from verbal 
harassment to murder - as in the case of Balbir 
Singh Sodhi, a man Valarie's family friends knew 
personally. 
At first Valarie was paralyzed by fear. Then 
she remembered a central passage of Sikh scripture 
that her grandfather had stressed to her: "Naam 
Daan Is nan , "  which she translates, "In order to 
connect with God and realize yourself, you must 
act." 
She knew she had to do something. She hopped 
into the car with her turbaned 18-year-old cousin, 
Sonny, and set off across the country to document 
these stories. She wanted to ensure that they would 
not be lost, as were many stories of the victims of 
the anti-Sikh rioting in India in 1 984. Her maternal 
grandfather had survived those riots, which prompted 
many Sikhs - including Balbir Singh Sodhi and 
his family - to immigrate to the United States. 
Over the past four years, Valarie, the film's exec­
utive producer, has picked up a professional film crew, 
led by award-winning director Sharat Raju, and begun 
graduate work (on religion and violence) at Harvard 
Divinity School, where she is a classmate of mine. 
In  the summer of 2005 she retraced her original 
steps across the country, visiting the 2001 inter­
viewees and updating their stories. Her crew filmed 
for more than a month on the West Coast and in 
Arizona, revisiting the family of Balbir Singh Sodhi, 
e1r tur ans an ear s ,  ot artie es o 1 
religious faith, made them targets .  
and then spent two and a half weeks on the East 
Coast, traveling to New York and Washington, D.C. 
I was working for the summer in Boston, but I 
was fortunate enough to be able to take time off and 
join the crew while they were in New York and D.C. 
Hostility toward the turban 
We met Amrik at Ground Zero on a hot August 
afternoon to update his story. He was doing well. 
He had gotten married and moved to New Jersey, 
and business was good. 
However, he still spoke of subtle prejudices, 
of feeling strangers' eyes 
on him, and of the import­
ance of reaching out to the 
wider community to edu­
cate people about Sikhs. 
We also met new 
people whose stories of 
prejudice and hate had 
surfaced. Rajinder Singh 
Khalsa was beaten 
unconscious outside his 
brother's Indian restaurant 
in the Richmond Hil l  
neighborhood of Queens 
in July 2004. His attackers 
yelled at him, "Give me 
that dirty curtain" (referring 
to his turban). They told 
him, "Go back to your 
country." 
We met Khalsa at his 
brother's restaurant, where 
the staff welcomed us with 
a wonderful meal after we 
filmed outside the store. 
We later continued filming 
in Khalsa's backyard. 
His  wife and daughter showered us with hospitality, 
including hot tea and Indian snacks. 
I was amazed at the determination and resilience 
of this man, who had been a human rights activist in 
India. As the film crew set up the camera and tried 
to find decent light levels in the setting sun, Khalsa's 
daughter showed me photos of her father receiving 
honors and awards for his humanitarian work. 
He had been an outspoken critic of the Indian 
government's complicity in  the 1984 violence against 
Sikhs in northern India. As a result of his activism 
against injustices done to Sikhs, who are also 
minorities in India, he was tortured by the Indian 
police. He immigrated to the States to escape 
further persecution. This made the 2004 attack 
on him all the more ironic. 
This fall ,  two of Khalsa's attackers were con­
victed under New York's hate-crime law, while three 
others were acquitted of hate-crime charges but 
convicted of second-degree assault and harassment. 
Hostility toward the turban has taken less violent 
forms after 9/1 1  as well. We interviewed Am ric 
Singh Rathour, a police officer who won a lawsuit 
against the New York Police Department after being 
fired for refusing to 
remove his turban on 
the job. 
"I  had always felt that 
this was my home," said 
Rathour, who was born 
and raised in New York. 
"This is the greatest city 
in the world. But after 
getting fired, the dis­
crimination really 
disturbed me. I took it 
to heart. You think that 
you're not human. It may 
seem like nothing to 
someone who doesn't 
understand believing in 
something, but when 
you're judged like this, 
it really hurts." 
Also in Queens, 
we spoke with Kevin 
Harrington, a white 
American convert to 
Sikhism. He has worked 
for the MTA, the New 
York mass transit system, 
for more than 20 years. He drives the No. 4 subway 
line in the city and has always worn his turban. 
In June 2003, the MTA told him he must remove 
his turban or else work in an area where the public 
couldn't see him (and accept a demotion). Kevin 
currently has a case pending against the MTA; five 
other Sikh subway station agents have filed com­
plaints over the same policy. 
These kinds of stories, told by the people who 
experienced them, are the heart of Divided We Fall. 
But the crew also wanted to examine the context of 
these attacks and discriminatory policies. 
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About Sikhism 
Sikhism is a religion that originated in northern 
India in the 15th century amid Muslim-Hindu 
conflict and violence. Speaking against religiously 
fueled hatred, Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, 
stressed the equality of all people as human beings, 
regardless of their religion. Nanak rejected the caste 
system of much of India and supported the equality 
of men and women. All Sikhs are expected to 
perform seva, or selfless service to others. 
Sikhs do not cut their hair for religious reasons. 
Orthodox Sikhs have untrimmed beards and wear 
their long hair wrapped in turbans on their heads. 
The view from all  sides 
It is easy to dismiss hate crimes as the actions of 
a few "crazy" individuals. And most people would 
agree that such violence is inexcusable. 
But are these merely isolated events, or are they 
part of a wider societal problem? Where did those 
"crazy" individuals get the idea that a man with a 
turban and beard must be a terrorist? Why would 
they feel justified in attacking such an individual ­
and even feeling that such an action was patriotic, 
as Sodhi's killer claimed? Why are people like 
Rathour and Harrington expected to give up a central 
part of their religious identity to keep a job, in 
a country that prides itself on protecting religious 
freedoms? 
We sought answers to these questions through 
"analysis" interviews with a diverse group of scholars, 
legal experts, politicians and civil rights activists. 
In New York we talked to Joshua Freidman, 
professor at Columbia University School of Jour­
nalism, about the media's role in perpetuating (or 
countering) stereotypes. We traveled to Yale Law 
School in New Haven, Conn., and interviewed 
Dean Harold Koh and professor Kenji Yoshino about 
the legal and sociological aspects of discrimination 
on an institutional level. They spoke of how govern­
ment policies after 9/1 1  (particularly those that target 
immigrants) and law enforcement's tendencies 
toward racial profiling have created a national 
atmosphere conducive to the type of violence 
"on the ground" that so many of our interviewees 
have experienced. 
And, because we wanted to start an authentic 
dialogue about these issues, we sought out indi­
viduals who are not so critical of racial profiling 
or the Patriot Act, or who might argue that hate 
crimes are isolated events and not indicative 
of wider societal problems. 
In New York we interviewed City Councilman 
James Oddo, who had spoken publicly earlier in  the 
Although turbans are cultural in some parts of the 
world, Sikhs wear them as a religious practice. 
Taking them off is akin to undressing. 
- Tracy Wells 
summer of his support for a bill that would remove 
restrictions against racial profiling in subway 
security searches. The media had painted him 
as a heartless tyrant, but in reality we found a kind 
man who had done much soul-searching about the 
best way to protect his hometown from the kind 
of loss he had seen on 911 1 . He worried that the 
fear of being accused of racial profiling might 
prevent police from doing their jobs, and that 
officers might be reluctant to stop someone who 
seemed suspicious if they had just stopped three 
people of the same race. 
In D.C., we spoke with Clifford May, president 
of the Foundation for the Defense of Democracies. 
He vehemently condemned hate crimes but argued 
that government and intelligence agencies cannot 
ignore that the 19 hijackers on 9/1 1  were all young 
male immigrants from predominantly Muslim 
countries. He has written in support of the Patriot 
Act and argues that the government may need 
to focus on specific "types" of individuals in its 
counter-terrorism strategies, but also that the 
government's policies do not (and should not) 
influence average citizens to direct hate or blame 
for terrorism against other citizens based solely 
on their appearance. 
In looking at these issues from different perspec­
tives, I am constantly struck by the isolated, parallel 
worlds that exist within our country. The memory 
and influence of 911 1  have made all Americans wary 
and fearful of additional terrorist attacks. But, if 
you talk to a Sikh or Muslim, the mention of 911 1 
conjures up an additional fear - of being attacked, 
beaten or killed on the streets because of their 
appearance. If you talk to many non-Sikh or non­
Muslim people, the mention of 911 1 most likely 
conjures up fear of people who look like many 
Sikhs and Muslims! 
And none of these groups seem to have much 
awareness of the perspectives of the others. 
or me, e1ng a r1st1an means spea 1ng 
up for those who don't have a voice. 
That this fi l m  crew is dedicated t o  representing 
a wide range of opinions is one of the things I most 
respect about them. In a time when our country is 
so divided, dialogue between people with differing 
perspectives, people who may not normally interact 
with one another, is  desperately needed. 
The Furman influence 
We have no way of knowing how our lives will 
intersect with others', but I deeply believe that we 
are constantly being prepared for and led to certain 
people, places and encounters. I look back on my 
years at Furman and see the ways in which I was 
being prepared for my work with this film. 
My studies at Furman sparked a fascination 
in me for the world's religions. I was so intrigued 
that I went straight from Furman to a Master of 
Theological Studies program at Harvard Divinity 
School in the fall of 2003. 
In Cambridge I landed a job with Harvard's 
Pluralism Project (www.pluralism.org), an organi­
zation that researches religious diversity in the 
United States. I had connections because I had done 
research on my hometown of Columbia, S.C., through 
Furman's affiliate chapter of the Pluralism Project, 
which religion professors Claude Stulting and Sam 
Britt direct. I met Valarie in November 2003 at 
a Pluralism Project conference in Atlanta, where 
she was presenting a rough cut of her 2001 footage. 
While at Furman, I realized the i mportance 
of interfaith dialogue through a fall  2001 course on 
Islam - and through conversations about faith with 
a fellow student who happened to be Muslim. Subse­
quently, I founded a student organization for dialogue 
between students of different religions called 
"Interfaith@Furman." 
Since those days I have been a strong advocate 
of dialogue, especially dialogue across real disagree­
ments and differences. It is too easy to demonize 
and caricaturize the "other" - whether that be some­
one who is of a different religion, political perspec­
tive or race - if one never interacts with the "other" 
but instead remains in an isolated, segregated, homo­
genous world. This concern for dialogue impacts 
and informs my work with Divided We Fall. 
Furman inspired in me a deep desire to make 
a difference in the world, cliche as it may sound. 
At Furman I was encouraged to engage with society, 
to apply my skills to the wider world. 
In May 2003 I sat in Paladin Stadium and 
listened as President David Shi granted us our degrees, 
"with all [their] privileges and responsibilities." 
That call to the responsibility side of privilege 
made a deep i mpression on me. If my opportunities, 
my experiences and my education benefit me alone, 
I believe I will have failed miserably. 
For me, work on this film has a deeply spiritual 
quality. The sense of responsibility to society and 
to my fellow human beings is deeply religious for 
me. It is a mandate, a calling that I draw from the 
many passages in the Gospels where Jesus speaks 
to the responsibilities of the privileged and to what 
theologians like to call his "preferential option for 
the poor." For me, being a Christian means speak­
ing up for those who don't have a voice - or whose 
voices have been lost, unheard or unacknowledged. 
When Valarie asked me to join the Divided We 
Fall crew, I felt at first that it would be pretentious 
of me to become part of a project that was "not my 
story." What do I know about prejudice? What do 
I know about fear? I don't have to worry about some­
one attacking me because of my appearance. It 
somehow felt inauthentic for me to presume to under­
stand or to speak for these people's experiences. 
But Valarie put things in perspective: "Tracy, 
this is a real role, a necessary role," she wrote in 
response to a panicked e-mail from me, filled with 
self-doubt. "And you have the skills it needs. You 
did not choose this project. But neither did I 'choose' 
you for the project. You came before me. Your skills 
were clear. And the project chose you. Before I 
even knew it. Strange how these things work?" 
Yes, it is strange. Since then, Valarie and I have 
had many conversations about our shared feeling 
that this film is driven by a force much larger than 
ourselves - a force in which I see the "hand of 
God" and in which she sees "the Universe bringing 
the project together." 
But no matter what name we call it, we both 
sense that this film is something greater than all 
of the crew put together. We're just along for the 
ride, and I am humbled that the project chose me. 
To learn more about Divided We Fall, visit 
the Web site at www.dwf-film.com. The film 
is currently in post-production in Los Angeles 
and will be shown at film festivals throughout 
the United States in the coming year. The 
crew hopes for an eventual theatrical or 
television release. 
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A FURMAN SOPHOMORE FI NDS A UN IQUE PLATFORM FROM WHICH TO PROMOTE A WORTHY CAUSE. 
Braving traffic, sore feet a n d  occasional 
rough weather, Phi l ip Hammond cruised 
through more than 35 South Carolina cities 
d u ring his weeklong "Segway to Awareness." 
All  photos courtesy Phi l ip Hammond. 
independent documentary 10 mph is the story of two young guys 
who ditch their humdrum jobs in corporate America to travel across 
the country, from Seattle to Boston. 
Three thousand m i les. 
On a Segway, the latest in energy-saving human transportation devices. 
Call it a giant scooter on batteries. Stand on the platform and go. Reliable, 
sturdy, no gas required. Its top speed: maybe 12 mi les per hour on a good day, 
so you see why they rounded off the title. 
Had the film's producers known about Furman sophomore Phi l ip Hammond, 
they might well have called h im in as a technical consultant or offered h im a bit 
part. He'd have been a good fit, because he knows all about taking a long ride 
on a Segway. 
One week. Two hundred seventy miles. Tryon, N.C., to the South Carolina coast. 
Yes, while most Furman students were relaxing over the 2005 Thanksgiving 
break, Hammond, a Camden resident, was tool ing down the highways and 
byways of his home state. 
On the morning of November 1 9, Hammond cl imbed aboard his trusty steed 
in Tryon, just over the state l ine, and with the backing and encouragement of 
friends, fami ly and corporate sponsors - the Segway, for example, was courtesy 
of Louis P. Batson Company of Greenville - he headed out. One week later, 
he arrived at Sul l ivan's Island, safe and sound and clad in a Santa Claus outfit. 
And he did it for charity. 
A member of Pi Kappa Phi, Hammond dedicated his trip to raising awareness 
for the fraternity's national philanthropy, Push America, which promotes accep­
tance and understanding of people l iving with disabilities. 
But why a Segway? Wouldn't a bicycle have been faster? And hadn't other 
Furman Pi Kapps participated in the philanthropy's annual cross country bicycle 
trek, the Journey of Hope? 
Yes, a bike would have been faster, says Hammond. But people are used 
to seeing cycl ists on the road; a Segway, he figured, would attract more attention. 
He explains: One day while walking across campus, he spotted a member 
of the Adm issions staff zipping past him on Furman's own Segway, demonstrat­
ing to the world the university's cutting-edge, look how green we are mental ity. 
What struck Hammond most, though, was how he and others reacted 
as the Segway passed by. They stared. They pointed. They noticed. 
For Hammond, it was a Eureka moment. Wanting to make a difference and 
suddenly smitten with the idea of using a Segway to do so, he began mapping 
out a cross-state route, l in ing up sponsors and securing commitments for 
a support crew. 
And he practiced - on the Admissions Segway. So when it came time 
to hit the open road, he was ready. 
Starting each morning around 9, he stuck to two-lane roads as much as 
possible. He typically traveled for four to six hours a day, and although it was 
cold most of the week, he had only one day of bad weather. But thanks to h is 
sponsors, his waterproof foul-weather gear kept him warm and dry. 
While roll ing along at an average of 10 mi les per hour, he would l isten to 
Harry Potter books on h is i Pod, gab with h is backup car on a walkie-talkie, talk 
on his cell phone and navigate using a G PS (Global Positioning System) device. 
He also spent time educating the local citizenry about his cause. 
"Some people had heard about the trip - we had pretty good advance 
publicity - so they would honk and wave," he says. "At stop l ights they'd rol l  
down their windows and ask what was u p .  O n e  woman offered me some Danish 
pastry. People were really supportive." 
From Spartanburg to Cl inton to Newberry to Columbia to Orangeburg and 
beyond, he made good time and stayed on schedule. In the end he raised more 
than $6,000 that he knows of, and he distributed many flyers that described 
Push America and explained how to contribute to the charity. 
As for bumps in the road, Hammond says cheerfully that there were few. 
The battery died in the m iddle of heavy Columbia traffic, and the governor 
wasn't available when he swung by the state capitol. Cows tended to panic 
when he passed, and his feet hurt from standing so long. But overal l ,  he says, 
it was a pretty easy trip. 
The final leg of his journey took him across Charleston's Cooper R iver Bridge. 
As he rolled along the bridge's bike/pedestrian sidewalk, passers-by were "going 
nuts all the way." At the fin ish l ine, he was feted with cake and sparkl ing grape 
juice. 
So what does he do for an encore? He says he's interested in something 
"equally big," but for the time being he'll focus on school. 
At least until he's had time to recharge his own batteries. 
To learn more about Push America and its programs, visit the Web 
at www.pushamerica.org. 
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Furman reports 
Award-winning profs Faculty members earn regional, national recognition 
Four members of the Furman faculty have in recent months 
earned major honors from leading regional and national groups. 
>-Bill Brantley, who has taught physics at Furman since 
1966, received the George B.  Pegram Award from the South­
eastern Section of the American Physical Society for "excellence 
in the teaching of physics in the Southeast." 
Brantley is a member of the American Physical Society 
and is a founding member of the executive board of UNIRIB, 
a research consortium based at the Oak Ridge National Labora­
tory in Tennessee. A past chair of the physics department 
at Furman, he created "Energy: Man, Creation and Calories," 
a unique interdisciplinary 
course for non-science 
majors. During his career 
he has mentored approxi­
mately 300 physics majors 
who have gone on to 
pursue graduate study 
and careers in the 
sciences. He holds 
degrees from Mercer 
and Vanderbilt uni­
versities. 
>-Jan Kiely, assistant 
professor of history and 
Asian Studies, is one 
of 20 scholars chosen to 
participate in the Public 
Intellectuals Program, 
a new program spon­
sored by the National 
Committee on United 
States-China Relations and funded by The Henry Luce Foundation 
and The Starr Foundation. 
The program, which runs through winter 2007, is designed 
to help American scholars broaden and deepen their knowledge 
of China's politics, economics and society. Among other 
opportunities, the scholars will have the chance to attend 
workshops on United States-China relations, participate in 
a 10-day trip to China, and organize a public event that will 
focus on the country. They were selected from more than 
1 25 applicants. 
Kiely, one of only four professors from liberal arts colleges 
to be chosen for the program, holds degrees from Yale University, 
the University of Hawaii and the University of California. He is 
associate director of the South Carol ina branch of the National 
Consortium for Teaching about Asia, directs the Furman-in­
China study abroad programs, and has been a leader of the 
university's "China Initiative." He joined the Furman faculty 
in 2001 . 
>-Jeff Petty, a 1 986 Furman graduate, is one of seven 
chemistry professors nationwide to be named a Henry Dreyfus 
Teacher-Scholar for 2005. The Dreyfus award provides each 
recipient a $60,000 unrestricted research grant. 
Petty, who joined the chemistry faculty in 1 995, holds 
advanced degrees from the University of California. His areas 
of expertise include biophysical chemistry, single molecule detec­
tion and high-sensitivity spectroscopy. He recently received 
a grant from the National Institutes of Health for a research 
project on the role 
of water in drug 
recognition of DNA. 
The Camille and 
Henry Dreyfus Teacher­
Scholar awards program 
was established in 1 969 
to support the teaching 
and research careers 
of talented young 
faculty in the chemical 
sciences. Petty is 
the third member 
of the Furman chem­
istry department since 
2000 to receive a 
Dreyfus Teacher­
Scholar award, joining 
colleagues John 
Wheeler and Paul 
Wagenknecht '86. 
>-Judith Bainbridge, longtime professor of English at Furman, 
received the Whitney M. Young, Jr., Humanitarian Award from 
the Urban League of the Upstate for her contributions to the 
Greenville community. The award is named for the educator, 
author and civil rights leader who directed the national Urban 
League from 1961 until his death in 1 97 1 .  
Bainbridge, a 2004 recipient of the Alester G .  Furman, Jr., 
and Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Advising, is deeply 
involved in historic preservation work in Greenville and writes 
a weekly column on local history for The Greenville News. 
A graduate of Mary Washington College and the University 
of Iowa, she has been an administrator and professor at Furman 
since 1 976. 
Photo: From left, Bill Brantley, Judy Bainbridge, Jeff Petty 
and Jan Kiely gather in Furman Hall. 
With groundbreaking for the new 
science complex set for this spring, 
Furman has received three major capital 
commitments to support the planned 
$58 mi l l ion effort. 
The project received its biggest 
boost to date in January in the form 
of a $3 mi l l ion grant from the Marshall 
E. Rinker, Sr. Foundation of West Palm 
Beach, Fla. The gift, one of the largest 
in Furman history, wi l l  provide, furnish 
and endow the north hal l ,  which wi l l  
serve as the entry way to the complex 
and will be named Marshall E.  and 
Vera Lea Rinker Hal l .  
The north hall is one of two new 
bui ldings included in the construction 
plan, which also provides for the reno­
vation of Plyler Hall, the current science 
bui ld ing.  Through January, a total 
of $1 1 .1 mi l l ion had been pledged 
or committed to the science project. 
The Marshall E.  Rinker, Sr. Founda­
tion is named for the late Marshall Edison 
" Doc" Rinker, Sr., an Indiana native who 
went to Palm Beach County at 21 and 
enjoyed a successful business career. 
David Rinker, chairman and president 
of the foundation, says, "Our foundation, 
started by my father, has always been 
committed to supporting education. 
We recognize Furman's commitment 
to academic excellence and are delighted 
to continue to provide support." 
David Rinker and his wife, Leighan, 
are generous Furman supporters. Both 
served on the Parents Council (three 
of their chi ldren are alumni), and Leighan 
is in her second term on the board of 
trustees, which she chaired from 2002 
to 2004. Furman awarded her an honor­
ary Doctor of Humanities degree in 2004. 
The Rinkers created the Partners 
Scholarship Program at Furman, and 
in 2000 the Rinker Foundation pledged 
$1 .4 mi l l ion toward the expansion and 
renovation of the James B.  Duke Library. 
That gift funded the Marshall E. and 
Vera Lea Rinker Multimedia Commons. 
In  addition to the Rinker Foundation 
grant, two Furman couples - Carl and 
Lynne Kohrt and Charles and Celeste 
Patrick - have made g ifts of $1 mi l l ion 
each toward the science project. 
The complex's central commons 
wil l be named for the Kohrts. Carl Kohrt 
'65, vice chair of the Furman board of 
trustees, majored in chemistry and went 
on to earn a doctorate from the University 
of Ch icago. He is president and chief 
executive officer of Battel le Memorial 
Institute in  Columbus, Oh io, a non-profit 
institution that focuses on technology 
development and commercialization. 
Before joining Battel le in 2001 , he spent 
29 years as a senior executive with Kodak. 
Lynne Kohrt is a graduate of the 
Un iversity of I l l inois and has been a 
teacher and business owner. The Kohrts 
are longtime supporters of the Summer 
Undergraduate Research Program and 
of the Richard Furman Society. 
"Furman invested in me, and Lynne 
and I have benefited from that invest­
ment," Carl says. "We feel an obl igation 
to provide a return on that investment. 
We try to support institutions that have 
inspired leadership, a compel l ing vision, 
a realistic plan for achieving that vision, 
and a track record of accompl ishments. 
We strongly bel ieve Furman has al l  
of these attributes." 
Charles and Celeste Hunt Patrick 
of Charleston, S.C. ,  are known for their 
generosity and civic engagement. Their 
$1 mi l l ion g ift wil l  fund an 80-seat lecture 
hall that will bear their name. 
Celeste Patrick '77 is a physician 
and associate professor of pediatrics 
at the Medical University of South 
Carol ina, as well as a real estate 
developer. She is a member of Furman's 
Advisory Council and Science Advisory 
Board. Her husband, who graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa in 1 976, is a senior 
partner with the law firm of Richardson, 
Patrick, Westbrook and Brickman. 
The Patricks were inspired to make 
their gift after visiting the M useum of 
Arts and Sciences in Valencia, Spain .  
" In  the museum, there is a wonderful 
section devoted to the invention of the 
laser," Charles says. "We saw remark­
able pictures and read fascinating 
descriptions of how Charles Townes, 
the Furman graduate and Nobel lau­
reate, laid the foundation for develop­
ment of the laser, which is perhaps the 
greatest invention of the 20th century. 
"When we saw how a sciences 
graduate from Furman could have such 
a profound impact on modern society, 
we were convinced that a gift to Furman 
may allow history to repeat itself." 
In addition to the R inker, Kohrt and 
Patrick commitments, a seminar room 
in the science complex wil l be named 
for Lloyd and Joy Batson in recognition 
of the significant contributions the Pickens, 
S.C. ,  couple has made to the university. 
The Lloyd El l is Batson and Joy Barrick 
Batson Seminar Room will be funded 
by gifts from friends and members 
of the Batson family. 
Lloyd, a 1 947 Furman graduate, 
is former pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Pickens, which he served for 33 years. 
Known for his extensive civic and denom­
inational service, he is a past chair 
of the Furman board and has been 
a trustee under Furman's last four presi­
dents. He is currently a trustee emeritus. 
Furman presented him an honorary 
Doctor of Divinity degree in 1 987 
and the Alumni Service Award in 1 988. 
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Timmons leaves legacy of community service, love for alma mater 
The university and the city of Greenville lost a staunch friend and 
exceptional leader December 3 1  when William R. Timmons, Jr., 
died at his home in Green Valley, near the Furman campus. 
He was 8 1 .  
The Greenville News described him as "a quiet man, but when 
he spoke everybody listened." Furman president David Shi called 
him an "extraordinary philanthropist" and "one of the greatest 
figures in Furman's history." 
Indeed, Bill Timmons' contributions to Furman were excep­
tional. A member of the Class of '49, he served six terms on the 
board of trustees and was a former chair of the board. In 1 996 
he joined with his sister, Jean Timmons Pelham '42, and his brother 
and sister-in-law, Charlie and Kitty Wells '48 Timmons, to provide 
the lead gift for the construction of Timmons Arena, the multi­
purpose facility that serves as the home of Furman basketball. 
In addition to funding scholarships and supporting many 
capital projects at Furman, Bill Timmons and his late wife, Connie, 
also contributed notably to the success of the annual LPGA Pro-Am 
golf tournament. In particular, a highlight of the Pro-Am each 
year has been the breakfast for the pros and their teams, hosted 
by the Timmons family at their home. In recognition of their 
support for this event, a portrait of Bill and Connie Timmons 
hangs in Furman's REK Center for Intercollegiate Golf. 
Says Martha Johns, wife of John E. Johns, former Furman 
president, "From the time we came to Furman, the entire 
Timmons family have been dear friends. We have an especially 
soft spot in our hearts for Bill, because he was one of the trustees 
who flew to Florida in the spring of 1 976 to encourage John to 
come to Furman as president. Our friendship with Connie and 
Bill and their entire family has been pure joy for us." 
The Timmons family's association with Furman actually 
dates from 1 9 1 0, when William R. Timmons, Sr., enrolled at 
the university. His brother, Charles Edward Timmons, Jr., also 
attended Furman before volunteering for World War I, during 
which he was killed in action. His name is among those inscribed 
on Furman's doughboy statue. 
Bill Timmons, Jr., was born in Greenville in 1 924, graduated 
from Greenville High and first attended the University of South 
Carolina. Drafted into the Army Air Corps in 1 942, he served 
as a B-24 pilot and also as a teacher of pilots during World War II .  
Shortly before the war's end, however, he was diagnosed with 
polio and sent to a military hospital in Hot Springs, Ark. There 
he remained for two years, recovering to the point that he would 
eventually need only a cane for assistance. 
As he told The Greenville News in 1 993, in his typically 
matter-of-fact way, "It never really bothered me, hobbling around 
on one leg. All it meant was that I was a little slower walking 
than other people . . . .  A good attitude can get you through it." 
That, and the help of a nurse named Corinne Jackson, with 
whom he fell  in love during his recovery. They were married 
in 1 947; Connie died in 1 994. 
Bill enrolled at Furman after their marriage, but his father's 
premature death interrupted his studies and led to his decision 
to leave school and join the family firm, Greenville's Canal 
Insurance Company. As first vice president and secretary and 
eventually as company chair, he helped lead Canal to its current 
status as one of the nation's largest companies specializing in 
insuring trucks and their cargo. 
He would go on to serve as chair of The South Financial 
Group and of several other family-owned businesses, while 
making major contributions to the betterment of the Greenville 
community. He held leadership positions in the Greenville 
Association of Insurance Agents, the Board of Realtors, the 
Sertoma Club, the Chamber of Commerce and the United Fund 
(now United Way). He was a lifelong member of First Baptist 
Church, which he served as deacon, Sunday school teacher and 
chair of the building fund campaign for the new sanctuary. 
Through the years Furman recognized his contributions 
to the university and the community by presenting him the Alumni 
Service Award, the Bell Tower Award and, in 1 995, an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree. Last fall he and Connie were inducted 
into the Furman Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Bill Timmons is survived by eight children, 23 grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. Memorials may be made to Furman 
or to Greenville's First Baptist Church. 
FROM ALUM N I  
Matthew D.  Lassiter '92, 
The Silent Majority: Suburban 
Politics in the Sun belt South 
(Princeton University Press, 
2005). Thomas J. Sugure, 
a professor at the U niversity 
of Pennsylvania, says, "Lassiter 
offers a major reinterpretation 
of the transformation of l iberal­
ism and the rise of conservatism 
in the post-1960s South and in 
America writ large. He shows 
how white Southerners, l ike 
their Northern counterparts, 
embraced a rhetoric of color­
blindness that gave them cover 
to bui ld a sprawling,  suburban 
world that reinforced racial 
inequal ities. This provocative, 
path-breaking book offers 
a whole new conceptual map 
for the reappraisal of Southern 
history and national political 
history." Lassiter is an award­
winning history professor 
at the University of Michigan. 
Tara McClary Reeves '92 
and Christa McClary 
McElveen, Don't Tell That to 
Beasley (Waterbrook Press, 
2005). The authors, sisters 
and mothers of young twins, 
have penned this chi ldren's 
book to encourage the 
younger set to, in the pub­
lisher's words, "follow their 
heart, not the herd." Beasley 
is a lovable buffalo who dis­
covers that " u niqueness is 
something to be celebrated 
- especially for those who 
take life by the horns, finding 
the fun in every moment." 
And this buffalo is definitely 
unique; he sings, dances and 
plays footbal l .  J ustin Gerard's 
i l lustrations add to the fun. 
Reeves lives i n  Mooresvi l le, 
N .C.,  and her sister lives 
in Raleigh,  N .C. 
Jonathan Rogers '91 , The 
World According to Narnia 
(Time Warner Book Group, 
2005). The recent release 
of the fi lm The Chronicles 
of Narnia: The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe 
brought a spate of books 
about the spiritual fantasy 
world created by C.S.  Lewis. 
Rogers' work may be one of 
the best. Booklist calls it an 
"eminently readable combina­
tion of literary criticism and 
rel igious scholarship," and 
Publishers Weekly says that 
those who "need a guide to 
the Christian symbols and 
metaphors in Lewis' Chronicles 
wil l  appreciate the scriptural 
and theological connections 
in this earnest and accessible 
book." Rogers is based in 
Nashville, Tenn. ,  and is the 
author of his own fantasy/ 
adventure series called "The 
Wilderking Trilogy." The final 
book in the series, The Way 
of the Wilderking, is scheduled 
for release this spring by 
Broadman & Holman. Learn 
more at his Web site, 
www.jonathan-rogers.com. 
Charles R.  Batson '87, 
Dance, Desire, and Anxiety 
in Early Twentieth-Century 
French Theater: Playing 
Identities (Ashgate Publ ishing, 
2005). The author, who holds 
a Ph. D. from the University 
of I l l inois, is associate profes­
sor of French at Union College 
in Schenectady, N .Y. Earlier 
this academic year he received 
Union's Stil lman Prize for 
excellence in teaching.  His 
publisher says, "The 1 909 
arrival of Serge de Diag h i lev's 
Ballets Russes in Paris marked 
the beginning of two decades 
of collaboration among littera­
teurs, painters, musicians and 
choreographers, many not 
native to France . . .  Batson 
not only uncovers the multiple 
meanings set in motion 
through the interplay of [artists] 
and spectators, but also rein­
terprets literary texts that inform 
these meanings." 
Joy Jordan-Lake '85, 
Whitewashing Uncle Tom 's 
Cabin: Nineteenth-Century 
Women Novelists Respond 
To Stowe (Vanderbilt Uni­
versity Press, 2005). Harriet 
Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom 's 
Cabin was the first American 
novel to sell more than a mil­
l ion copies. It also caused 
considerable backlash, as 
slavery advocates countered 
its anti-slavery message with 
more than three dozen novels 
of their own. Many of these 
books were written by women. 
Jordan-Lake examines their 
work and, in the publisher's 
words, offers "compel l ing 
insights into both antebellum 
American culture and a pro­
slavery ideology rife with 
internal tensions." El izabeth 
Ammons, an Engl ish professor 
at Tufts University (where 
Jordan-Lake earned her Ph.D.), 
calls the book "excellent, clear, 
jargon-free . . .  with i mportant 
things to say about the past 
and the future." Jordan-Lake 
teaches at Belmont University 
in Nashville, Tenn.  
Robert C. Shippey, Jr. '81 , 
Listening in a Loud World: 
Toward a Theology of Meaning 
(Mercer University Press, 2005). 
The author explores why holy 
l istening is so difficult by con­
sidering the nature of God, 
the journey of faith, and human 
l imits. His purpose, according 
to the publ isher, is "to help 
transform individuals by foster­
ing a spirit of holy l istening 
that enriches faith and opens 
seekers to the ful lness of 
God's presence and of their 
neighbor's need. The intent 
is to help the reader develop 
a faith that seeks understand­
ing and makes real meaning 
in a world of chatter." The 
author is assistant vice presi­
dent for development and 
assistant to the president at 
Shorter College in Rome, Ga. 
Alexia Jones Helsley '67, 
Beaufort, South Carolina: 
A History (History Press, 2005). 
One of the state's leading 
archivists and historians, 
Helsley was raised in  Beaufort 
and thus has a strong affinity 
for the beautiful coastal city. 
The Beaufort Gazette describes 
the book as "thoroughly 
researched and reported" 
and says it offers "snapshot 
looks at different time periods 
in Beaufort's history, chroni­
cling the town's growth and 
development in the shadows 
of its two better-known sister 
cities, Savannah and Charles­
ton." Helsley teaches part 
time at the University of South 
Carolina-Aiken and manages 
a historical and genealogical 
consulting business. 
M.C. "Mickey" Beckham '61 , 
Colonial Spy (Trafford Publish­
ing, 2005). This historical 
novel of the American Revolu­
t ion is a fast-paced tale about 
frontier farmer Jack Beckham, 
who becomes a scout and spy 
for the Americans in the latter 
stages of the war. Jack 
Beckham was an ancestor 
of the author. Don Gordon 
of the Furman political science 
department says the book 
"brings the Revolution in the 
South to life and does so with 
historical realities." The author, 
who lives in Rock Hi l l ,  S.C. ,  
has spent his career in higher 
education admin istration and 
was the first director of the 
Paladin Club at Furman . He 
has also worked at the Medical 
University of South Carol ina, 
St. Louis University and 
University Hospitals of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
William G. Justice '58, 
Training Guide for Visiting 
the Sick (Haworth Pastoral 
Press, 2005). Justice, who 
was for 31 years a hospital 
chaplain, d raws on his 
experience to produce this 
handbook on ministering to 
the sick. The publisher says, 
" More than simply an educa­
tional tool, this gu idebook 
provides clergy and Christian 
laypeople with spiritual 
explanations and straight­
forward strategies to not only 
comfort the patient but also 
foster the sense of joy and 
accomplishment in  oneself." 
J ustice, who lives in Knoxville, 
Tenn. ,  taught at 11 seminaries 
and institutions of higher 
education. He is the author 
of more than 200 articles 
and nine books, and for 
three years was editor 
of Chaplaincy Today. 
31 
Furmanphi lanthropy 
Pass the hat Freeman Challenge to boost engaged learning, other strategic efforts 
Thirty-four years ago, it didn't have 
a fancy name. Doug Freeman, an 
economics and business major, called 
it simply "doing an internship" when 
he took time during a busy winter term 
to work at South Carolina National Bank 
in Greenville, where he got to know 
banking from the inside out. 
In 2006, of course, Furman includes 
internships among the assorted programs 
that together constitute the university's 
academic catch phrase: engaged learning. 
And Doug Freeman ' 72 - a Furman 
alumnus, parent and trustee - wants 
alumni and friends of the university 
to join him in boosting these programs, 
which form the heart of a Furman 
education. 
With more than 30 years of experience 
in the financial services industry, Freeman 
fully understands how valuable his intern­
ship at SCN was. He was able to put 
classroom theory into action, to learn 
by doing, and to launch a career that 
has led him to a host of leadership 
positions, including his current post 
as chief executive officer of Netbank, 
the largest independent Internet-only 
retail bank. And just as he benefited 
from engaged learning, he wants current 
and future students to have the same 
opportunity. 
That's why he and his wife, Tricia, 
have issued the Freeman Challenge, which 
is designed to strengthen engaged learn­
ing and other strategic initiatives at 
Furman. The Freeman Challenge makes 
it easy for alumni to step up their financial 
gifts to Furman. 
Through the challenge, for each 
alumni gift of at least $25 made this fiscal 
year (ending June 30), the Freemans will 
donate an additional $100. The results, 
the Freemans hope, will be not just a 
boost to the university's programs, but 
an increase in the percentage of alumni 
who make gifts to the university. 
"Having 50 percent of our alumni 
make donations for eight straight years 
is outstanding and sets us apart from most 
colleges in the nation," Doug says. "But 
I don't believe the other 50 percent had 
a less than favorable experience at Furman. 
I want to make it easier for them to get 
involved and to give back as well." 
Like many alumni, Freeman finds 
it difficult to articulate his level of appre­
ciation for Furman. "There's no challenge 
that Furman did not prepare me for," he 
says, "and I don't just mean professional 
challenges. Furman gave me a multi­
dimensional perspective, preparing me 
to be all I could be spiritually, profession­
ally and socially." 
It wasn't until the fall  of 2000, 
however, that his family could fully 
understand what his Furman experience 
meant to him. That's when Tricia and 
Doug's oldest daughter, Dorothy, enrolled 
at Furman. Dorothy graduated in 2004 
(and is currently pursuing her master's 
degree in education at Furman), but the 
Freeman tradition lives on with sister 
Nan '07. 
"Once Dorothy entered Furman," 
Doug says, "it was no longer just about 
me and my experience. It became a 
family experience, with a child coming 
home and talking about Furman. She 
and Nan give me my own internal focus 
group - and even more reason to help." 
Doug actually assumed his first 
"leadership" role at Furman as a sopho­
more in the fall of 1 969, when he was an 
Argonaut (Freshman Advisor) in E Dorm, 
now Blackwell Hall. One of his freshman 
charges was a fellow from Atlanta named 
David Shi. 
Few alumni have worn as many Furman 
hats as Doug Freeman '72 - and this 
doesn't even include his freshman beanie. 
"I like to think that my guidance had 
something to do with David later becom­
ing president of Furman," Doug jokes, 
"but avoiding my guidance probably 
served him better." 
Alumnus, trustee, parent - Doug 
Freeman wears many Furman hats. 
And you can add one more to that group: 
challenger. 
Doug realizes that his Furman 
experience changed his life forever. 
He's seen the same thing happen with 
his daughters. 
Now, through the Freeman Challenge, 
he and Tricia want to see it happen for 
future generations - and they're inviting 
alumni and friends to help them bring 
their dream to reality. 
- Wayne King 
Director, Annual Giving 
You can accept the Freeman Challenge 
by using the return envelope included 
in this magazine, or by visiting 
www.furman.edu and clicking the 
tab marked "Giving. " For more 
information, call l-800-787-7534. 
Generous grants will support CTEV, research in sciences 
With the help of two significant grants, 
Furman's scientific research efforts and 
its Center for Theological Exploration 
of Vocation have received major boosts 
to their already thriving programs. 
Furman is one of seven institutions 
in South Carolina that will share in 
a $ 17.3 million federal grant from the 
National Institutes of Health to bolster 
biomedical research and expand educa­
tional opportunities for undergraduates 
in the state. Furman will receive more 
than $2 million in NIH support by 2010, 
which makes this grant the largest single 
federal award for research in the univer­
sity's history. 
The University of South Carolina is 
the lead institution for the grant. Besides 
Furman, other schools participating are 
the College of Charleston, the Medical 
University of South Carolina, and Claflin, 
Clemson and Winthrop universities. Each 
school will match its portion of the grant, 
bringing the total funding package 
to nearly $35 million. 
Andrew Sorensen, president of the 
University of South Carolina, says the 
award will expand the state's research 
opportunities in bioengineering and provide 
undergraduate students with valuable edu­
cational experiences through research 
projects with top scientists. 
"The S.C. Centers for Economic 
Excellence have targeted bioengineering 
as a key area for the economic develop­
ment of our state," he says. "This award 
recognizes the caliber of scientific 
research at our colleges and universities 
and gives us the opportunity to develop 
bioengineering research programs that 
will make us competitive nationally 
for other funding." 
John Wheeler of the Furman chemistry 
department was principal investigator for 
the university's grant application and will 
serve as the project director over the next 
five years. Furman's research efforts are 
expected to focus on molecular biology 
and biochemistry related to neuroscience 
and cancer therapy. 
Wheeler says, "Furman is investing 
considerable matching resources for the 
grant, which means the impact of the 
funding will be realized in as many 
related areas as possible." He adds that 
the grant will benefit at least four Furman 
departments - psychology, biology, 
chemistry, and health and exercise science 
- that have research interests in NIH­
fundable biomedical areas. In all, the 
Furman students visit friends at William Carey Baptist Church in Havana during the 2005 
Center for Theological Exploration of Vocation service-learning trip. 
award is expected to support the work 
of nearly 20 Furman professors and 
more than 60 undergraduates. 
In addition, Furman will use a portion 
of the grant to help fund open faculty 
positions in the psychology and chemistry 
departments. 
• Furman's Center for Theological 
Exploration of Vocation, which supports 
students and others interested in the 
issues of faith and calling, has received 
a $455,364 grant from the Lilly Endow­
ment Inc. to continue its work. 
The CTEV was established in Janu­
ary of 2001 with a $2 million grant from 
the Lilly Endowment. Since then, the 
center has offered seminars and courses, 
sponsored a yearly lecture series, devel­
oped a Summer Theology Institute for 
entering freshmen, and led intergenera­
tional service-learning trips to Cuba. 
The center also provides resources for 
the Greenville community through public 
lectures and community service projects, 
as well as through its partnership with the 
Nexus Laity Institute, an ecumenical 
theological education project. 
"We were very excited to learn that 
we had received the grant, and we are 
encouraged by the Lilly Endowment's 
affirmation of our programs," says Elaine 
Nocks, professor of psychology and 
director of the CTEV. "We have been 
inspired by the many students, faculty, 
staff and alumni who have explored with 
us their sense of calling, and we look 
forward to moving ahead with a new 
vision for the center." 
Founded in 1 937, the Lilly Endow­
ment is an Indianapolis-based private 
family foundation that supports its 
founders' wishes by supporting the 
causes of religion, community develop­
ment and education. In the past five years 
the endowment has provided more than 
$175 million to 88 colleges and universi­
ties to support programs that "encourage 
students, faculty and staff to engage in 
theological reflection on the purposes 
and character of their lives and work." 
To learn more about the work of 
the CTEV at Furman, visit the Web 
at www.furman.edu/lilly. 
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The will to succeed Hanna takes charge of Lady Paladin golf program 
It you want to be sure that Jen 
Hanna, the new coach of the 
women's golf program at Furman, 
gets something done, then tell 
her she can't do it. 
Consider her golf career at 
Furman. When Hanna joined the 
Lady Paladin program in 1 994, she 
routinely couldn't break 80. She 
was offered only a partial scholar­
ship to attend the university, and 
to make matters worse, she read 
in the media guide that Coach Mic 
Potter didn't expect his freshmen 
to contribute to that year's team. 
All of which caused Hanna 
to turn up the intensity on her 
desire to make an impact. " I  don't 
l ike to be told I'm going to be sitting," 
she says, "so I started working my 
tail off." 
That first year, despite Potter's 
predictions, Hanna managed 
to qual ify for seven tournaments, 
playing primarily in the No. 5 spot 
and earning Southern Conference 
Freshman of the Year honors. By 
the next season she was the team's 
No. 1 player, a spot she would 
occupy for the remainder of her 
time at Furman. 
Jen Hanna earned a degree in health and exercise science from Furman. 
Her career highl ights include being named first-team 
All-America, establ ishing the school record for single-season 
stroke average (73.6), and winning two conference Player of the 
Year awards as well as three team Most Valuable Player awards. 
In the spring of 1 998, her final season, she placed in the top 
10 in every regular-season tournament and was named Furman's 
Female Athlete of the Year. She would later be inducted into 
the university's Athletic Hall of Fame. 
" I  worked hard on my golf swing, but I also had the mindset 
that I wasn't going to be the caboose on the team," Hanna says. 
"I wanted to be the leader, and that's what I want all my players 
to think. Everybody should believe they are good enough 
to be the No. 1 player on the team." 
Although Hanna, who had been playing on the LPGA Tour, 
is new to coaching and admits she has much to learn, her primary 
philosophy for helping others achieve their potential is born 
out of her experiences as a player. 
" I  can help the girls with their swings, but I also want to teach 
them how to play," she says. "When you are out there on the golf 
course, you can't worry about mechanics. There are golf swings 
that aren't perfect, but they get the job done. Your mindset has 
a lot to do with how successful you are. That's what I want them 
to realize." 
Hanna was named the Furman coach last summer after 
Potter became women's coach at the University of Alabama, 
ending a highly successful 23-year run at the Furman helm. 
She says that she had thought about becoming head coach 
of the Lady Paladin program, but she admits she didn't expect 
the opportunity to come so soon. 
"I  had always told Mic I would be interested in the job if 
he ever left, but I thought it would be another five or 10 years 
down the road ," says Hanna, who still holds non-exempt status 
on the LPGA Tour. 
Although All-American Jenny Suh and sophomore Sarah 
Sturm followed Potter from Furman to Alabama, plenty of 
experience remained on campus in senior Connor Atkinson 
and juniors Monique Gesualdi and Theresa Paik. In addition, 
freshmen Kathleen Ekey and Blair Lamb, two of the most highly 
recruited players in the nation, joined the program this fall. 
" I  feel l ike we have a team that has the talent and the skil ls 
to go to every tournament and compete and win," says Hanna, 
who earned her first victory as coach in October at the Lady 
Paladin Invitational . "But I don't have any expectations as far 
as tournament finishes are concerned. All I ask is that the 
players work very hard. I ' l l  never be disappointed with them 
if they do that." 
Which leaves only one question unanswered: Who's going 
to tell Hanna she can't win? 
- Vince Moore 
Major title 
Faxon honored with PGA's 
Payne Stewart Award 
Brad Faxon sat on the first tee at East 
Lake Country Club in Atlanta on Novem­
ber 2 and watched on an oversized 
television screen as past winners of 
the Payne Stewart Award welcomed 
him into their company. 
"The more I think about it," Faxon 
said, "the better this honor is becoming." 
It is a huge honor, one of the best 
in golf, as the list of previous recipients 
makes obvious: Arnold Palmer. Jack 
N icklaus. Byron Nelson. Ben Crenshaw. 
Nick Price. Tom Watson. Jay Haas. 
That's the distinguished group Faxon 
entered when he was given the Stewart 
Award, presented by the PGA Tour in 
Payne's memory to honor players who 
share his ideals, respect for tradition, 
character, and commitment to community 
work and charity. 
Each of the previous recipients 
addressed videotaped remarks to Faxon 
that were aired on the big screen during 
the ceremony prior to the season-ending 
Tournament of Champions. 
"These are guys I idol ized and 
admired," said Faxon, a 1 983 Furman 
graduate. "When I was a kid, growing 
up in Barrington [Rhode Island], Jack 
was my hero. Arnold was just past his 
prime, but one of the greats of the game. 
Byron was a legend. Ben Crenshaw and 
Tom Watson were guys I dreamed about 
maybe playing against some day. 
"As I was sitting there, l istening to 
all the nice things they had to say, .I kept 
thinking how unreal it was for someone 
from Rhode Island to be mentioned in 
the same category with them." 
Faxon modestly says he is "the least 
accomplished of those guys." And, in  
terms of winning tournaments, he's right. 
Although he has won eight times in his 
23 years on the PGA Tour - most recently 
in August at the Buick Championship 
in Connecticut, when he shot a final­
round 61 to rally from seven shots back 
and won the tournament in a playoff -
he has never won a major. 
But he has won the respect and 
admiration of countless numbers of 
people he's met through golf - fellow 
competitors, fans, sponsors, spectators, 
media, partners in pro-ams. And his 
accomplishments on behalf of charity, 
Brad Faxon is well known for his philanthropic work. Since 1999 he and fellow pro 
Billy Andrade have hosted the CVS Charity Classic, which has raised almost $6.5 
million for charity. 
The Payne Stewart Award includes a $300,000 grant, presented by Southern 
Company. The grant provides $100,000 to The Stewart Family Foundation; $100,000 
in Stewart's honor to The First Tee facility in Missouri, which is affiliated with the 
"Kids Across America" program; and $100,000 to a charity designated by Faxon. 
especially those benefiting chi ldren, 
are legion. 
Talk about respect for tradition? 
Faxon flew to Scotland last summer 
to play a 36-hole qualifier for the British 
Open - the only American touring pro 
to do so - and, after earning one of the 
three spots available, was in contention 
into the final round before finishing 23rd. 
That sporting gesture may well have 
earned him the appreciative vote of the 
captain of the Royal and Ancient Society 
of Golfers at St. Andrews, who casts 
a ballot for the Stewart Award along with 
representatives of the U.S. Golf Associa­
tion, the PGA Tour, Augusta National, 
and each of the past winners. 
" I  was on the (PGA Tour) Policy Board 
when Payne passed away," said Faxon, 
recall ing how Stewart died in a plane 
crash in 1 999. "We conceived the idea 
of an award in his honor to commemorate 
his sportsmanship and commitment 
to the game of golf." 
Faxon never dreamed then that he 
someday would receive the prestigious 
award. "It was kind of out of the blue," 
he said of the call from PGA Tour com­
missioner Tim Finchem informing him 
that he had won. " I  felt as if I had won 
a major." 
That call came in September, which 
gave Faxon time to work on his accept­
ance speech. 
" I  practiced a lot," he said, "because 
I didn't want to goof up. I spoke for about 
15 minutes. I wanted to get the message 
across that this award isn't something 
the next generation of players should 
hope to win. It's something they should 
try to win. They should pursue it every 
day they go out to the course by acting 
l ike gentlemen and upholding the tradi­
tions and integrity of the game." 
That's something Faxon has done, 
from his days as a junior player at Rhode 
Island Country Club and Barrington H igh, 
as an All-American at Furman, and during 
two-plus decades on the PGA Tour. 
"The game itself brings out the best 
in people," he said. "You're around people 
who are successful, who are polite -
who, when they shake your hand, they 
look you in the eye. Those are things 
we're losing in society today. 
" If you're a parent with a chi ld,  and 
you're looking for a sport for them to play, 
golf will reward them throughout life." 
- Jim Donaldson 
Providence (R. I .) Journal 
This article first appeared in the 
November 9 issue of the Providence 
Journal. Reprinted with permission. 
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Volunteer work 
strengthens bonds 
My recent volunteer work at 
Furman has provided a perfect 
opportunity to rekindle my Furman 
connection and to feel a part 
of all the great things that are 
happening at the university. 
I graduated from Furman in 
1 995 and just a few short months 
later married Suzanne Cioffi '94. 
But throughout college and my 
first few years of marriage, I rarely 
thought about volunteering or 
doing much outside of career 
and marriage. 
Almost five years ago we 
started a family; we currently 
have two wonderful boys, Jack (4) 
and Graham (1) .  When Jack was 
2, I began looking for ways to 
become more involved in volun­
teer activities. 
I attended a program spon­
sored by the Chamber of Com­
merce called Opportunity 
Greenville, which introduces you 
to the city's history, government 
and non-profit efforts. I learned 
a lot, but I was also overwhelmed 
by the hundreds of organizations 
in Greenville County. I had no 
idea who needed help most or 
where my talents could best be 
utilized. So I did what most people 
do - I waited for something to 
come to me. 
Soon thereafter, Suzanne and 
I attended a Boston Pops concert 
(featuring Keith Lockhart '81 as 
conductor). There we ran into 
Furman president David Shi. 
After catching up, I asked him 
how I could become more involved 
with Furman. His eyes lit up! 
The next day I received an 
e-mail from Tom Tripi itt, director 
of the Alumni Association, offer­
ing a host of possibilities. The 
result: I have worked with the 
Young Alumni Council, Annual 
Giving Council and Alumni Board, 
and Suzanne works with the 
Young Benefactors. 
We have thoroughly enjoyed 
reconnecting with Furman. 
A major benefit has been the 
opportunity to meet so many alums 
from different cities and different 
years, ranging from 1 930 to 2005, 
and to hear their stories about 
their Furman days. 
More significantly, we have 
developed a better understanding 
of the overal l  mission and direc­
tion of the university, and we 
have grown to appreciate the 
importance of fund-raising and 
alumni support. We also attend 
sporting events and university­
sponsored gatherings, where we 
enjoy meeting even more of the 
Furman faithful and deepening 
our ties to the university. 
A fellow alum from outside 
Greenville recently asked me how 
he could get involved at Furman. 
Location is not a problem; alumni 
throughout the country can con­
tribute in a variety of ways, such 
as acting as class agents, work­
ing on a reunion committee or 
volunteering to host Furman Club 
events, to name a few options. 
Just as attending Furman 
was a very special experience, 
Suzanne and I feel that our 
involvement as alumni is equally 
enriching. We encourage you to 
join us! All it takes is an e-mail 
(alumni@furman.edu) or telephone 
call (1-800-PURPLE3) to the 
Alumni Office. 
Furman is ready when you are! 
- Todd Malo '95 
The author works with SYS 
Constructors of Greenville and 
is president of the Young Alumni 
Council. Suzanne Cioffi Malo 
works with Staffing Partners LLC. 
ALUMNI ACTIVITIES 
You can help with Homecoming 2006 
"I'll always remember with joy the months we worked 
together on our reunion," says Jessie Fowke Sims of 
the Class of 1950. "My head and my heart are forever 
bound to the committee and the Alumni Office." 
The Alumni Office is currently looking for volun­
teers to serve on reunion committees for Homecoming 
2006, October 20-22. Classes ending in a " I "  or a "6" 
will be in reunion. 
Why serve on your reunion committee? Senti­
ments like those of Jessie Fowke Sims are typical of 
our volunteers. Every class reunion is special and 
offers an opportunity for alumni to reconnect with 
old friends and with Furman. Serving on the com­
mittee heightens that connection. 
Each year, reunion committees seem to become 
more creative with their planning. And the nice thing 
is that the nitty-gritty work - mailings, registration, 
collecting money - is handled by the Alumni Office, 
leaving the committees free to focus on planning 
a fun weekend that will encourage people to attend. 
So if you are looking forward to your reunion in 
the fall ,  please consider volunteering with your class 
reunion committee. To learn more, contact Melanie 
Krone Armstrong '94, associate director of alumni 
programs, at l -800-PURPLE3 or by e-mail, 
melanie.armstrong@furman.edu. 
Furman Club update 
Furman Clubs from coast to coast stayed busy in 
2005! The groups enjoyed a variety of activities, 
from career networking socials to picnics, receptions, 
summer sendoffs for new Furman students, and such 
football activities as tailgates and viewing parties 
for Paladin games broadcast on television. 
Among the end-of-the-year highlights was the 
lOth annual Charleston (S.C.) Furman Club Holiday 
Gala, held at the William Aiken House. The Alumni 
Association also hosted its first Holiday Gala for 
Greenville area alumni. And the new year began 
with the return of the Atlanta Furman Club Winter 
Gala, held February 4 at the Commerce Club. 
Spring is an active time for Furman Clubs, with 
groups throughout the country planning picnics, career 
networking socials and other Furman-related activities. 
To discover what's happening at a Furman Club near 
you, visit the Alumni Association Web site at 
http://alumni.furman.edu. 
If you would like to help arrange a Furman Club 
event in your area, contact Jane Dungan, associate 
director of alumni programs, at l -800-PURPLE3 
or e-mail jane.dungan@furman.edu. 
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66 field of special education." 7 7  79 A veteran of 35 years in 
This year is reunion! education, she has been Next reunion in 2007 Next reunion in 2009 
James Harvey Smith of administrative assistant Fred Culcleasure of Pfafftown, Douglas Griffith received his 
Arlington, Texas, has retired at Greenville's Washington N.C., has earned a Doctor Doctor of Ministry degree in 
after more than 37 years of Center since 1989 and has of Philosophy degree in May from Covenant Seminary 
federal service, most of them been named Teacher of the organization and management in St. Louis, Mo. His wife, 
with the U.S. Department of Year in all four Greenville from Capella University, an Cynthia Stull '80 Griffith, 
Veterans Affairs. He worked County schools in which she accredited on-line institution is office administrator with 
with GI Bill education benefits, has taught. headquartered in Minnesota. Leadership Development 
was a program manager at VA 
73 
His dissertation was titled International in Union City, 
headquarters in Washington, "Risk Management: A Study Ga. • Melissa June Cothran 
D.C., and spent the last eight Next reunion in 2008 of Current Practices at North Harris of Woodland Park, Colo., 
years out-based from the Suzanne Rhodes Draayer, Carolina's Private Colleges was elected Colorado Physical 
Muskogee, Okla., VA Regional a music professor at Winona and Universities." • A.B. Education Administrator of 
Processing Office as the edu- (Minn.) State University, is Robinson is the new corporate the Year in 2004. She was 
cation compliance specialist the editor of two new antholo- director of health and safety the 2005 health chair for 
for the northern half of Texas. gies of Spanish songs titled and senior vice president for the Colorado Association 
67 Canciones de Espana: Songs 
ARCADIS, a global contractor/ of Health, Physical Education, 
of Nineteenth- Century Spain, consulting firm that specializes Recreation and Dance. 
Next reunion in 2007 Volume 2, published by Scare- in such areas as infrastructure, 81 The Alabama Department crow Press. Suzanne is also building and environmental 
of Archives & History in regional governor of the North design, and remediation. He This year is reunion! 
Montgomery recently honored Central Region of the National is working out of the Greenville Mike Garfield, chief operating 
its director, Ed Bridges, by Association of Teachers of office of the Denver-based officer of Centennial Medical 
naming the west wing of the Singing. company. He was previously Center, has been appointed 
department's 65,000-square-
75 
with Fluor Corporation. • chief executive officer of MARRIAGE: Robert foot facility in his honor. Hendrickson and Doris Holden Skyline Medical Center. Bridges has served as archives Next reunion in 2010 Bates, October 2, 2004. Rob Both hospitals are owned by director since 1982. Bridges Regions Bank Upstate South is an associate manager with Nashville, Tenn.-based HCA was invited to deliver the Carolina has named Davis City Range Restaurant in Inc. • Christopher Lauchner Fall Commencement address Arnett senior vice president Greenville and Doris is retired of Wrightstown, Pa., chief at Samford University in and commercial lender for its from the Anderson County operating officer with Arete, Birmingham December 17. Anderson bank. He has more (S.C.) School System as Inc., was activated by the U.S. 
68 than 20 years of commercial director of transportation. 
Army Reserves and deployed 
banking experience, most to Iraq last June. His tour of 
Next reunion in 2008 recently with Seneca National 78 duty is scheduled to end in John Thomas of the Thomas Bank. • Ron Fousek became July. • H. Stacy Nicholson, 
and Fisher firm in Greenville pastor of Eureka Baptist Next reunion in 2008 a pediatric oncologist, has 
has been listed in The Best Church of Anderson, S.C., Larry Blood of Mount Airy, been named chair of pediatrics 
Lawyers in America 2006. in September. N.C., is general manager for for the Oregon Health and 
His specialties are tax law 
76 
Insteel, Inc. His wife, Barbara Science University School of 
and employee benefits law. Proffitt ' 8 1  Blood, works with Medicine. He also serves as 
American Family Life Assur- physician-in-chief at Doern-
70 This year is reunion! ance Corporation (AFLAC). becher Children's Hospital in Michael Williams of Rock Hill, • Victor Grout has joined Portland. • Rob ' 82 and Mary 
Next reunion in 2010 S.C., recently released a CD, Greer (S.C.) Bancshares Inc. Cozine Woodward have moved 
Linda Ross Thigpen (M.A. ' 86) titled "Batambira," with as a senior vice president and to Avon, Conn. He is director 
was recognized by Greenville San Francisco percussionist manager of the commercial of technology development for 
County Schools and TIAA- Michael Spiro. The CD, on banking team. He was pre- Carrier Corporation and she 
CREF (a financial investment Bembe Records, has been viously a business services works at the Hill-Stead 
company) as one of six district featured on National Public officer with BB&T in Museum. 
winners of the company's Radio and other national Greenville. 
Leaders in Learning and broadcasts. 
Liberty Awards for her "out-
standing knowledge in the 
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82 
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Beaufort, S.C., attorney Tom 
Davis, who was senior policy 
adviser and co-chief of staff 
for Gov. Mark Sanford '83 
until his appointment to the 
board of directors of the S.C. 
State Ports Authority in 2004, 
has resigned his seat on the 
board and rejoined the gover­
nor's team as deputy chief of 
staff for legislative affairs and 
policy. • The Charlotte (N.C.) 
chapter of the Public Relations 
Society of America selected 
Carol Hardison Hughes as 
winner of the 2005 Pegasus 
Award. Carol is executive 
director of the Crisis Assistance 
Ministry of Mecklenburg 
County. The Pegasus Award 
goes to an individual outside 
the public relations profession 
who demonstrates superior 
knowledge and use of public 
relations skills for the better­
ment of their organization 
and the community. • Caryl 
Thomason Price of Chapel 
Hill,  N.C., recently released 
a CD of jazz standards titled 
"You Go to My Head." To 
Jearn more, visit her Web site, 
www.carylthomasonprice.com. 
• BIRTH: Robert and Lisa 
Bell, a son, Nigel Sherred, 
April 15 ,  Beaufort, S.C. 
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David Burnett of Spartanburg, 
S.C., has been installed as the 
63rd president of the South 
Carolina Association of 
REALTORS . • Mike Stewart 
assisted Hurricane Katrina 
rei ief efforts as part of an 
emergency radio communi­
cations team. His team first 
established radio communica­
tions for a Red Cross center 
serving a four-county area in 
west central Mississippi and 
later provided a radio network 
for Red Cross shelters and 
feeding centers in the Gulfport, 
Miss., area. • Richard Terlizzi 
has earned a Doctor of Educa­
tion degree from Nova South­
eastern University. 
84 
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Dwayne Bowman is founder 
of Woodlawn School, an 
independent private school 
for grades 3-9 located just 
north of Davidson, N.C. 
The school is in its fourth 
year. Dwayne previously 
worked in the technology/ 
software industry and was 
director of technology for 
both Corgis and Amazon.com. 
He recently received an Alumni 
Achievement Award from the 
McCallie School. • Cathy 
Jamieson-Ogg is pastor of 
Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Blythewood, S.C. 
She earned a doctorate in 
ministry from Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia last May. 
86 
This year is reunion! 
Jeff Blandford of Atlanta is 
now with the law department 
of Rollins, Inc. 
87 
Next reunion in 2007 
MARRIAGE: Myles 
Gilsenan and Cindy Sheng, 
August 28, 2004, St. James, 
N.Y. They live in Hong Kong 
where Myles is vice president 
of JP Morgan Chase. Cindy 
also works for the company. 
• BIRTHS: Thorn and Jill 
Rankin Koenigs, a daughter, 
Madeline Elizabeth, October 
4, Columbia, S.C. • Kevin 
and Diane Jamison Owens, 
a son, Griffin McCormack, 
July 6, Rockville, Md. Diane 
is a general manager for 
Carr America, a real estate 
investment trust. 
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Dale Akins, who is associated 
with Novit, Scarminach & 
Akins, P.A.,  on Hilton Head 
Island, S.C., has been named 
a permanent member of the 
U.S. Fourth Circuit Court of 
Appeals Judicial Conference. 
Nathalie Cote is chair of the 
psychology department at 
Belmont Abbey College in 
North Carolina. Campbell 
Corley Dunson is a missionary 
to the Brazil International 
Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Shawn 
Reid of Toledo, Ohio, is assist­
ant director of human resources 
for the Lucas County Commis­
sioners. He is working on his 
Ph.D. in organizational man­
agement and is a coach with 
the Toledo Ice, an American 
Basketball Association team 
in its first season. Melinda 
Scott is director of recruiting 
and employee services for the 
Greenville Hospital System, 
where she has been on staff 
for 30 years. She is also in her 
third year on the United Way's 
African American Leadership 
Council and is co-chairing 
the council for 2005-06. 
Kimberly Grissop Spencer 
is assistant events coordinator 
for the Richard W. Riley 
Institute of Government, 
Politics and Public Leadership 
at Furman. ADOPTION: 
Rex and Stephanie Doyle 
Trevitz, a son, 1 3-year-old 
Matthew Fletcher, February 
1 8 ,  2005. Rex and Stephanie 
are foster parents for the 
Lexington County (S.C.) 
Department of Social Services. 
BIRTH: Dean and Miriam 
Belcher '91 Ponder, a son, 
Noah Jameson, December 1 2, 
2004, Blythewood, S.C. 
89 
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Don Tesner, a certified public 
accountant, has joined ISO 
Poly Films as chief financial 
officer. He most recently 
served as vice president of 
finance and administration 
for ECP, Inc., in Easley, S.C. 
BIRTH: Thomas and Susan 
Brink, a son, Jonathan Russell, 
April 7, Tampa, Fla. Thomas 
is a trial attorney with the law 
office of Robert S. Walton III, 
a staff council office of CNA 
Insurance Companies. Tom 
and Ashley Hewitt, a daughter, 
McKenna Worthington, Sep­
tember 23, Charlotte, N.C. 
Paul and Robyn Josselson 
Shirley, twin daughters, Anna 
Camden and Adelaide Coker, 
June 29. Robyn is organizing 
director of Atlantic Commu­
nity Bank in Bluffton, S.C. 
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Next reunion in 2010 
Keith Bender has been pro­
moted to associate professor 
with tenure in the economics 
department at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
Lee King has accepted 
a position as staff composer 
and music editor for the FJH 
Music Company in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. He has 
several educational piano 
works in production and 
James H. Simkins, Jr. '78, president; 
Harriet Arnold Wilburn '74, president 
elect; Randolph Williams Blackwell '63, 
vice president; Pamela Underwood 
Thomason '76, past president; 
Rebecca Hood Becherer '89; Venita 
Tyus Billingslea '81 ; John M. Block '63; 
Edna Wells Boyd '54; J.  Chris Brown 
'89; Rosalie Manly Burnett '49; 
H. Furman Cantrell '61 ; Bobby Earl 
Church '78; David S. Cobb '90; Allen 
Cothran '01 ; George L. Johnson '68; 
Vicki Bieksha Johnson '93; William 
A. Lampley '41; Charles W. Linder '59; 
J.  Cordell Maddox '54; Clare Folio 
Morris '83; Paul B. Nix, Jr. '77; James 
G. Revels, Jr. '62; Ginger Malone Sauls 
'75; David M. Schilli '85; Steven B. 
Smith '83; Heyward M. Sullivan '59; 
Davin K. Welter '89. 
Ex-Officio and Other Members: 
David E. Shi '73, president; Donald J. 
Lineback, vice president for develop­
ment; Tom Triplitt '76, director of 
Alumni Association; Jane Dungan, 
associate director of Alumni Associ­
ation; Melanie Krone Armstrong '94, 
associate director of Alumni Associ­
ation; Todd Malo '95, president, Young 
Alumni Council; Jonathan Bettis '06, 
president, Student Alumni Council; 
Amer Ahmad '06, president, Associ­
ation of Furman Students; Brandi 
Childress '06, president, Senior Class. 
serves as executive director Robert Braxton and William 93 America. He received a $1 ,000 of the North Miami (Fla.) Kerney, July 30, Charlotte, honorarium, and a core archive 
Conservatory of Music. N.C. • Wayne and Beth Next reunion in 2008 of history books and materials 
• Global investment and Moody Guttry, a son, Samuel When the Bosch company was donated to his school 
superannuation leader Miles, June 2 1 ,  Appleton, transferred Jamie Moon library. The award honors 
Russell Investment Group Wis. • Kevin and Jane Nolan Merrill's husband, Ben, one exceptional K-1 2  teacher 
has appointed Roddy Moore McBride, a son, James Benton, to Charleston, S.C., she joined of American history from each 
director of implementation September 17, Greenville. • Holset Charleston in global state. • Mark Souther's book 
services for AustralAsia. James and Marta O'Bosky, program management. • City on Parade: Tourism and 
He has been transferred a daughter, Sophie Elyse, MARRIAGE: Kristen Gunder the Transformation of New 
to Sydney, Australia. • November 1 6, 2004. James is and John Hogan, August 27. Orleans has been accepted for 
MARRIAGE: Kirby Mitchell a dentist in Montclair, N.J. • They live in Atlanta where publication in the fall 
and Danielle Metoyer, Dean and Helen Soper Rice, a John works as a real estate of 2006 by Louisiana State 
November I I .  They live son, Jeffrey Bradford Holliday developer and Kristen is a University Press. He teaches 
in Greenville. • BIRTHS: Rice, September 6, Roswell,  marketing manager at GMAC history at Cleveland State 
Dean and Lisa Allen, a daugh- Ga. • Christopher and Jamie Insurance. • BIRTHS: University . • MARRIAGES: 
ter, Rachel, October 20, 2004. Whitley, a daughter, Alexandria Jeff and Ashley Moore Clary, Jonathan Bartsch and DeAnna 
Last April, Dean and Lisa Grace, February 9, 2005. a daughter, Molly Neal, Simms, August 1. They live in 
began a unique job-share Chris is a real estate developer October 14, Spartanburg, Murfreesboro, Tenn. • 
as academic dean and vice in Atlanta. • Eric '92 and S.C. • Doug and Martha William Swann and Danette 
president for administration Tonya Olson Walter, a daugh- Rivers Davisson, a daughter, Rujat, May 28.  They live 
at Central Baptist Theological ter, Carly Ann, June 26, Maggie, March 1 7, 2005, in Franklinton, N.C., and 
Seminary in Kansas City, Kan. Mableton, Ga. • Eric and Williston, S.C. • Eric and William teaches in the Wake 
• Jeff and Wendy Bass Holub, Julie Wetmore Wild, a son, Megan Filston Johnson, a son, County public school system. 
twins, a son, Chase Armond, Wesley David, May 1 0, Phinehas Matthew, December • BIRTHS: Mark and 
and a daughter, Emma Louise, Neptune Beach, Fla. 13, 2004. They live in Decatur, Jennifer Howell Baldwin, a son, 
August 24, San Ramon, Calif. 
9 2  
Ga., where Megan is continu- Wes Denmark, February 9, 
• Dennis and Christi Barfield ing work toward a Master of 2005, Lawrenceville, Ga. 
McDaniel, a daughter, Anna, Next reunion in 2007 Divinity degree at Columbia Jennifer works as a master 
December 29, 2004, Hartsville, Jennifer Baldwin has earned Theological Seminary and trainer with YogaFit Training 
S.C. Christi is an attorney her social work license and is a candidate for ordination Systems. • Durell and Priscila 
with the Wukela Law Firm. is an autism consultant for in the Presbyterian (USA) Benjamin, a daughter, Isabella 
9 1  the Department of Defense Church. Eric is associate 
Marie, February 26, 2005, 
Dependents School in Europe. general counsel with CARE. Greenville. • Greg and Susan 
This year is reunion! She lives in Wiesbaden, • Mark and Anne Lofye, Flowers Elliott, a son, Ryan 
John Ramey has completed Germany. • Lance Lewis is a daughter, Lizzie, December Thomas, March 10, 2005, 
a fellowship in allergy- an interventional cardiologist 20, 2004, Atlanta. • Robert Simpsonville, S.C. • Jeff 
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he is associated with National Ga. • Betsy Chapin Taylor Chastain, September 26, They live in Arlington, Texas. 
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live in Granville, Ohio. • president of Hutcheson Health Cureton Stringer, a son, Thomas with Coherent-Lambda Physik 
Julie Ann Stuart and James Foundation and vice president Hugh Montgomery, August 20, in Seattle, Wash. • Brad and 
Ligon Williams, June 4. She of marketing and public rela- Landrum, S.C. • Fred and Lila Sauls, a son, Aidan 
is an associate professor in tions for Hutcheson Medical Melissa Sturgis, a daughter, Bradley, September 2 1 .  Brad 
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the University of West Florida Ga . • BIRTHS: Stewart and is managing director of H.I.G. tion office of the South Caro-
and he is a lead engineer for Allison Davis Cooner, a daugh- Ventures in Atlanta. • Kota !ina Department of Archives 
electrical field services with ter, Ashley Marie, July 18 ,  and Rhonda Suttle, a daughter, & History in Columbia. • 1.0. 
Southern Company Services, Lexington, S.C. • Rick and Brooke Lauren, October 22, and Mariah Brown Spengler, 
Inc. They live in Pensacola. Jean Furney Lassiter, a son, Atlanta. a son, Matthew Alexander, July 
• ADOPTION: Scott '92 Caleb, September 13. They 94 
3 1 .  J.O. works for Bosshardt 
and Debra Cluff Frein, a daugh- live in Mount Pleasant, S.C. Realty Services in Gainesville, 
ter, Kacey Valentina, June 1 1 .  • Asa and Dana Love Peek, Next reunion in 2009 Fla., and Mariah is a mental 
She was born in Russia May a daughter, Julianne Marie, John Adams, a teacher at White health counselor at the Uni-
27, 2004 . • BIRTHS: David February 1 0, 2005, Cedar- Knoll High School in Lexing- versity of Florida. • Brian and 
and Andrea Taylor '93 Arnold, town, Ga. • Clay and Jocie ton County, S.C., has been Jennifer Brown Wyatt, a daugh-
a son, Benjamin Taylor Arnold, Tiedeman, a son, Wesley, named South Carolina History ter, Helen Margaret, June 4, 
January 20, 2005. They live January 23, 2005, Columbia, Teacher of the Year by the Nashville, Tenn. Jennifer is 
in Decatur, Ga. • James and S.C. Clay is a general Gilder Lehrman Institute of a legal administrator with 
Brigid Downs, twin sons, manager with xpedex. American History and Preserve Blackburn & McCune. 
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Another story that rings true 
I received my copy of the fall Furman 
magazine in the mail and read it cover 
to cover, as I always do. I was especially 
interested in  Tom Tripl itt's story about 
the Furman graduate whose class ring 
was found in the Yosemite River. 
I was particularly struck by this 
article because I ,  too, have a Furman 
ring story. Actually, it is a Greenvil le 
Woman's College ring story, but to 
me, that's close enough. 
grandmother's r ing, which I wore every 
day, was not on my finger. Needless to 
say, extreme panic set in as I raced back 
to my room and proceeded to tear it 
apart in search of my beloved keepsake. 
It was nowhere to be found. 
Sudden ly, it dawned on me that 
earlier in the day I had tossed a napkin 
in  the trash can in the hall 's common 
area. So I ran to the trash can. It was 
empty, however, and I was frantic. 
My maternal grandmother, Christine 
Cooper El lenberg , graduated from GWC 
in  1 923, and my grandfather, Wil l iam 
Joseph El lenberg (known as Wil l ie Joe), 
graduated from Furman in 1 922. My 
mom tel ls me that from the time I was 
I don't know whether it was my sug­
gestion or someone else's, but we ended 
up in the trash room going through stuff 
I don't even want to remember in search 
of that r ing. I finally opened a plastic 
bag and found a crumpled napkin 
and an excellent stroke of timing (with 
some divine intervention, I 'm sure), my 
ring would have ended up at the dump 
or in an incinerator. 
a little gir l  I vowed that I was going 
to Furman. 
In  September 1 984, I passed through 
the front gates and became an official 
"Furman freshman." Before I left for 
college, my grandmother gave me her 
GWC class ring - a gift that obviously 
held a tremendous amount of senti­
mental value for me. 
with a GWC Class of 1 923 ring inside. 
I honestly think my heart skipped 
a beat or two in sheer relief and joy. 
But my story didn't end there. 
Later that afternoon (probably less than 
an hour later), a friend called me to 
come out into the hall. I watched, dumb­
founded, as the Furman maintenance 
men hauled the trash from the room to 
take it to its final resting place. Once 
again my heart skipped a beat, or maybe 
ten . If not for the help of good friends 
wi l l ing to dig through mounds of trash 
I now keep that r ing, along with my 
grandfather's Furman ring and my own 
Furman ring, in a locked box under my 
bed. I don't know what my grandparents' 
rings might be worth monetarily - I have 
a feel ing that they contain a lot more 
gold than mine - but to quote those 
recent MasterCard commercials, to me 
they are "priceless!" 
At some point during the year, I was 
walking back to my room in Haynsworth 
Basement (back when it was sti l l  an al l­
women's dorm) and realized that my 
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Jeffrey Cox of Coral Springs, 
Fla., is an assistant U.S attor­
ney. • Brett Doyle of Green­
ville is president and chief 
executive officer of Duro 
Systems Ltd., a M icrosoft 
Business Solutions certified 
partner. • Sandi Padgett 
of Goose Creek, S.C., has 
become economic development 
manager with the Berkeley­
Charleston-Dorchester Council 
of Governments. She admin­
isters federal and state programs 
in the form of EDA grants, 
CDBG funds and revolving 
loan funds . • MARRIAGES: 
Charles Gordon Ballew 
(M.A. '97) and Laura Alison 
Renninger, May 14. They live 
in Daytona Beach, Fla., where 
he is the sales and marketing 
manager at Fabco Metal Prod­
ucts, LP. She is a physician 
assistant at Jena Medical. 
• Gortney Combs and Scott 
Baker, August 27. They live 
in Davie, Fla., and Cortney 
is a Suzuki violin teacher. 
• Hayden Smith and Katherine 
Presley '01,  October 1. Hayden 
is a candidate for a Ph.D. in 
history at the University of 
Georgia in Athens. Katherine 
is a graphic designer. • 
BIRTHS: Mark and Anna 
Winstead Beelaert, a son, 
Charles, February 1 0, 2005. 
They live in Irmo, S.C. 
• Gregory and Natalie 
Kjellstrom Cannata, a son, 
- Ruth Canfield '88 
Rock Hill, S.C. 
The writer is technical services librarian 
at the York County Library. 
Justin Sebastian, June 22, 
Fort Benning, Ga. • Charles 
and Kathy Culver, a son, Ayden 
Grant, April 13,  Johnston, S.C. 
Charles is a sales engineer with 
Transtech Radiator Products. 
• Joe Barvir and Ginny Gaylor, 
a son, Joseph Ednee Barvir, 
August 2, Greensboro, N.C. 
• Michael '96 and Amy 
Castleberry Johnson, a son, 
Graham Henry, August 24. 
They live in Alpharetta, Ga., 
and Michael works as a 
residential/commercial 
designer. • Ryan and Lauren 
Bellamy McCann, a son, John 
Ryan, May 30, Greenville. • 
Bryan and Alison Bracewell 
McCullick, a daughter, Adaline 
Grace, October 6, Athens, 
Ga. Alison is statewide voter 
education coordinator for 
the Georgia Secretary of 
State. Bryan teaches at the 
University of Georgia. • 
Peter and Jennifer Harris 
Partee, a daughter, Erin Finley, 
February 6, 2005, Laurens, 
S.C. • Samuel and Lynne 
Sykora Unglo, a son, Luke 
Anthony, December 26, 2004. 
They live in Roswell, Ga., 
and Lynne heads her own 
consulting/public relations 
firm. • Brian and Tracee 
Minnix Wade, a son, Banks 
Matthew, June 7, Simpsonville, 
S.C. • Chad and Mary 
Katherine Thrash White, 
a daughter, Mary Brauer, March 
24, 2005, Atlanta. • David 
'96 and Lisa Couch Williams, 
a daughter, Charly Anne, July 
1 5 .  Lisa is an English teacher 
at J.L. Mann High School 
in Greenville and David is 
a science teacher at Riverside 
Middle School . 
96 
This year is reunion! 
Chad Gilmer has been trans­
ferred by the Social Security 
Administration from the 
Office of Legislation and 
Congressional Affairs in 
Baltimore, Md., to the Office 
of the Associate Commissioner 
for Hearings and Appeals in 
Falls Church, Va. • An exhibit 
of documentary photographs 
by Ted Haddock, illustrating 
Israeli security operations in 
Bethlehem in December 2002, 
was on display at Genema 
Gallery in Atlanta September 
1 1-0ctober 30 . • BIRTHS: 
Dann and Anne-Marie Sanders 
Angeloff, a daughter, Ragan 
Margarette, September 26, 
Huntington Beach, Calif. • 
Michael '97 and Shawn Pierce 
Barfield, a son, Jackson Pierce 
Barfield, June 2. Shawn is an 
assistant solicitor in the Charles­
ton County (S.C.) Solicitor's 
Office. • Jonathan and Lori 
Lucas Bassett, a daughter, 
Ella Catherine, June 27. 
Jonathan is an assistant pro­
fessor of psychology at Lander 
University in Greenwood, 
S.C. • David and Melinda 
Smith ' 97 Davidson, a daugh­
ter, Autumn Nicole, September 
28. Melinda is downtown 
development manager for 
the City of Greenville. • 
Scott and Lexanne Graves, 
a daughter, Anna Leigh, 
October 2 1 ,  Irmo, S.C. • 
Terry and Jennifer Palomares 
Higgins, a son, Ryan Matthew, 
June 17, Knoxville, Tenn. • 
George '98 and Kristen Nevins 
Linney, a daughter, Kathryn 
Nevins, July 20, Durham, N.C. 
• Gregory and Rachel Stander 
Manning, a daughter, Althea 
Grace, July 22, Centreville, 
Va. • Don and Laure-Anne 
Bauwens Pennelli, a daughter, 
Taylor Ann, June 2 1 .  Laure­
Anne is a French teacher at 
The Lovett School in Atlanta. 
• Alex and Kim Sloop Powers, 
a daughter, Miller Elizabeth, 
October 20, Winston-Salem, 
N.C. • Brent and Debbie 
Mariner Rexer, a daughter, 
Catherine Joy, August 4, 
Nashville, Tenn. Debbie is 
a postdoctoral fellow in cell 
biology at Vanderbilt Univer­
sity. • Chris and Cari Marsh 
'97 Sampers, a son, Owen, 
August 9, Dacula, Ga. 
97 
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Meredith Wilson Burton has 
become director of Furman's 
Child Development Center. 
She previously taught at 
Fountain Inn (S.C.) Elementary 
School. • Cari Williams Hicks, 
an attorney at Leatherwood 
Walker Todd & Mann P.C. 
in Greenville, has been elected 
to the South Carolina Bar 
House of Delegates to serve 
as a representative of attorneys 
in the 1 3th Judicial Circuit. 
• Nathan Osbourne is an art 
director with the Bounce 
Agency in Greenville. • Colin 
McKibben Stewart of Bluffton, 
S.C., recently became city 
editor of The Island Packet 
newspaper. • MARRIAGES: 
John David Owen and Amy 
Matthews, February 19, 2005. 
John is an attorney with 
Bradley Arant Rose & White 
LLP in Birmingham, Ala., 
and Amy is a convention 
servicing manager with the 
Greater Birmingham Con­
vention & Visitors Bureau. 
• Heather Sandison and Drew 
Heffner, September 10. They 
live in Mexico, Mo., and 
Heather works as assistant 
public defender in the Missouri 
State Public Defender System. 
• Claire Thornton and Derek 
Austin, August 20. Claire is 
a registered nurse in the Critical 
Care Unit of Park west Hospi­
tal in Knoxville, Tenn., and 
Derek is an electrical engineer 
at Siemens Medical Systems. 
• BIRTHS: Erik and 
Audra Wages Arnold, a son, 
Christopher Samuel, July 15.  
They live in Calhoun, Ga. • 
Mike and Rebecca Cole '00 
Brown, a son, Samuel Lee, 
September 29, Gainesville, 
Ga. • Ross and Melissa Filer 
Hughes, a son, Hampton 
Thomas, March 17, 2005. 
Melissa teaches at Christ 
Church School in Greenville. 
• Brady '98 and Katherine 
Buck Meeks, a daughter, Brooke 
Albee, August 5, Denver, Colo. 
• Greg and Mary Palmer '98 
Owens, a daughter, Isabelle 
Katherine, September 28. 
They live in Cumming, Ga., 
and Greg is a musician. • 
Kevin (M.A.) and Sarah Couch 
Piland, a daughter, Maren 
Emily, September 18 .  Sarah 
is a nurse in the Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit of Child­
ren's Healthcare of Atlanta 
at Egleston, and Kevin does 
rehabilitation work for 
Advanced Spinal Care 
of Georgia. • Britt and 
Greer Hughston Reagin, a son, 
Hughston Wells, March 29, 
2005, Birmingham, Ala. 
Greer is a project adminis­
trator at the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham. • 
Gant and Meeghan Callahan 
Sowinski, a son, Henry 
Callahan, August 4, Greenville. 
• Matt and Lori Cole Waters, 
a daughter, Leigh Anna Cailyn, 
September 7. They live in 
Leesburg, Va. 
98 
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Tim Aucoin has been assigned 
to the Miami (Fla.) Field 
Office of the U.S. Secret 
Service . • MARRIAGES: 
Mark Russell Normington 
and Melissa Anne Clark, 
September 17. They work 
in Greenville, Mark as opera­
tions manager at FedEx and 
Melissa as a speech language 
pathologist at Meyer Center 
for Special Children. • Kerrie 
Seltenheim and Ellison Patten, 
October 1. Kerrie is a staffing 
specialist with Fidelity Invest­
ments and Ellison is in com­
mercial real estate. They live 
in Brookline, Mass. • Stephen 
Stark and Edit Muhari, August 
20. They live in Leeds, 
England. • Megan Vittum 
and Eitel Malan, August 19. 
They live in Cape Town, South 
Africa, where Eitel is an archi­
tect and Megan is training to 
become a certified therapeutic 
horseback riding instructor 
through the North American 
Riding for the Handicapped 
Association. BIRTHS: 
Stephen and Julie Hammett 
Cannon, a daughter, Natalie 
Grace, August 24. They live 
in Boiling Springs, S.C., and 
Julie works as a program 
coordinator at Spartanburg 
Regional HealthCare System. 
• David and Sarah Rusciano 
Davis, a son, Maxwell, Septem­
ber 2, Smyrna, Ga. Mike 
and Katherine Burns Gellatly, 
a son, Matt, February 4, 2005, 
Manning, S.C. Kate works 
for General Engineering Labs. 
• Matt and Christina Flynn 
McGinn, a son, Caedmon, Janu­
ary 5, 2005, Fort Mill, S.C. • 
Eddie and Jamie Dorman '99 
Storey, twin daughters, Reece 
Alexandra and Ryan Ashley, 
October 24, Orlando, Fla. 
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Wayne Emerson Gregory 
became economic development 
director for Georgetown County 
(S.C.) in August. He was pre­
viously executive director of 
the Bamberg County (S.C.) 
Economic Development Board 
and project manager for the 
Greenville Area Development 
Corporation. Alice Gregory 
Hartnett of Charlotte, N.C., 
formerly a reporter for The 
Charlotte Observer, is now 
corporate communications 
manager for All tel. • After 
completing his master's degree 
in education, Tyler Milliken 
became assistant director of 
youth sports at the New Canaan, 
Conn., YMCA in August. • 
After completing her doctorate 
in psychology at Georgia 
School of Professional Psy­
chology, Tiffany A'Kia Rogers 
completed her internship at the 
Hampton, Va., Medical Center. 
She now works at the medical 
center as a research health 
science specialist. • Stacey 
Rose has joined the law firm 
of Hunton & Williams LLP 
in McLean, Va., as an associate 
in the litigation practice group. 
She was previously with Ross, 
Dixon & Bell LLP in Washing­
ton, D.C. • Carlton Swift is 
a partner in Fireball Media in 
Charleston, S.C., specializing 
in publication design. • Sarah 
Thomas has joined the law 
firm of Haynsworth Sinkler 
Boyd, P.A., in Greenville, 
focusing on medical malpractice. 
• MARRIAGES: Tara Byer 
and Daniel Parsons, October 
1. He is a dermatologist; she 
is completing her dermatology 
residency at the University of 
North Carolina. • Jean 
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Haubert and Jason Weil,  May 
28. Jean is a Ph.D. student in 
sociology at Tulane University. 
Liz Herre and Mark Campbell, 
September 2. They live in 
Atlanta. Jennifer Alexandra 
Oster and Charles Louis 
Gonzalez, August 28. She 
is preventive program coordi­
nator at St. Francis Work Well 
in Greenville and he is a deputy 
sheriff in Greenville County. 
• Mike Williams and Elizabeth 
Whiteley, August 7, 2004. 
They work in Boston, Mike 
as director of recreation at 
the Massachusetts College 
of Pharmacy and Elizabeth 
at Wellington Management. 
BIRTHS: Andrew 
Henderson and Mary Huff, 
a son, Elliot Wannamaker 
Henderson, February 1 9, 2005. 
Mary is director of children's 
choirs at St. Ignatius Loyola 
Church in New York City. • 
Jamey and Beth Dotson 
Messersmith, a son, Aiden 
James, May 26, Durham, N.C. 
Travis and Renae Norris 
Staggs, a daughter, Laney 
Grace, February 19, 2005, 
Greenville. Ryan 
and Lindsey Osborne Stinnett, 
a son, Henry Griffin, October 
6, Atlanta. 
00 
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Cecilia Carro of Annandale, 
Va., received a Master of Arts 
degree in Latin American 
Studies (political economy) 
from the Edmund A. Walsh 
School of Foreign Service 
of Georgetown University 
in December. • Andrew Foy of 
Arlington, Va., received 
his J.D. degree from the Uni­
versity of Virginia School of 
Law in May and is an associate 
with Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Amy Grizzle recently 
received her master's degree 
from Duke Divinity School 
and is employed at Wilshire 
Baptist Church in Dallas, 
Texas. Mark Horner of 
Taylors, S.C., has been named 
vice president of marketing 
at Utility Audit Company, 
a tax consulting firm for non-
profit organizations. • Adam 
Ward McGlashan has become 
a financial services analyst 
in the Wholesale Payments 
section of the Division of 
Reserve Bank Operations and 
Payments Systems in Washing­
ton, D.C. He previously was 
a research assistant in the 
Macroeconomic Analysis 
section of the Federal Reserve 
Board. • After five years in 
Santiago, Chile, Melissa 
Rekas is now in a master's 
degree program at the Johns 
Hopkins School for Advanced 
International Studies, concen­
trating in international eco­
nomics and international 
development. Jason and 
Kristin Rakness Riddle are 
associated with Sombra Road, 
an Atlanta organization that 
works with Brazilian street 
children. The Riddles have 
moved to Brazil, where they 
assist with an orphanage and 
are establishing an English 
school in the community of 
Santa Luzia, just outside of 
Rio de Janeiro. • Anne Ross 
has become an associate in 
the Jaw firm of Haynsworth 
Sinkler Boyd, P.A., in Charles­
ton, S.C. She previously served 
as a law clerk to the Honorable 
E.C. Burnett III  of the South 
Carolina Supreme Court. • 
Elizabeth Patz Skola of Marietta, 
Ga., has become law clerk to 
the Honorable Senior Judge 
William C. O'Kelley, U.S. 
District Court, Northern 
District of Georgia. Tracy 
Towle (M.S.  '01) is working 
in management with Starbucks 
of Miami, Fla., and has been 
accepted to the master's degree 
program in dietetics and nutri­
tion at Florida International 
University . • MARRIAGES: 
Troy Gunden and Laura Boyd, 
October 2, 2004. They live 
in North East, Md., and both 
work at Herr Foods Inc. • 
Catherine Lane and Philip 
Watson, September 4, 2004. 
Catherine is media account 
manager with Vertis Media/ 
TNN. They live in Austell, 
Ga. Eleanor Powell and 
Faamata Fonoimoana '0 1 ,  
October 9,  2004. Eleanor 
is an administrative assistant 
at Christ Church Presbyterian 
in Atlanta and Mata is territory 
sales representative with Mil­
waukee Electric Tool Corpora­
tion. Dana Steffan and 
William Romash, September 
17. Dana is a kindergarten 
teacher in Chester, N.J., and 
Bill works for Verizon. • 
BIRTHS: Donald and Ellen 
Culbertson Abramo, a son, 
James Lawton, January I ,  
2005, Anderson, S . C .  Don 
is a pharmaceutical sales 
representative for Merck and 
Co. • James and Ashley Rayl 
'01 Bright, a son, Caden Tyler, 
August 20, Seminole, Fla. 
• T.J. and June Mee Clark, 
a son, John Thomas, May 15, 
Birmingham, Ala. • Kevin 
and Lisa Heins, a daughter, 
Ava Grace, October 1 1 ,  Nyack, 
N.Y. Kevin is senior acquisi­
tions associate with Franklin 
Credit Management Corpora­
tion. • David and Jami Hoblick, 
a son, Michael Scott, August 
1 9, Los Angeles. • Michael 
and Brooks Watson Lines, 
a daughter, Eleanor Rand, 
July 1, Smyrna, Ga. • James 
and Kim Feindt '01 Williams, 
a daughter, Katelyn Grace, 
August 30. James is the 
choral director at Hoffman 
Estates High School in subur­
ban Chicago and also works in 
church music. Kim is a survey 
specialist for the National 
Opinion Research Center. 
01 
This year is reunion! 
Jimmy and Catherine Moran 
Ashley have moved to Green­
wood, S.C., where Jimmy 
works in the Cardiac Cath 
Lab at Self Memorial Hospital. 
Catherine teaches second 
grade at Oakland Elementary 
School. • Erica Kitchen Betts 
of Raleigh, N.C., is the develop­
ment coordinator for Planned 
Parenthood of Central North 
Carol ina. • Cassidy Smith 
Carow has started a Stroller 
Fit franchise in Panama City, 
Fla. Stroller Fit is a program 
that blends strength training, 
aerobic endurance and flexi­
bility for moms and babies. 
• Veronica Colvard has joined 
Cogburn Goosmann Brazil & 
Rose, P.A., in Asheville, N.C., 
and is practicing real estate law. 
• Johnlee Curtis has been 
chosen as an international 
trade law consultant by the 
Swiss National Science 
Foundation. He lives in 
Lucerne where he conducts 
research and writes on intel­
lectual property topics for the 
NCCR Project, a pan-European 
research initiative. • Carrie 
Jacobs Davis has her own 
multimedia company, Davis 
Pictures, in Charleston, S.C. 
Several of her photographs 
have been published by the 
Library of Congress and she 
received the Best Photograph 
2005 award from the Interna­
tional Library of Photography. 
• Amy Dill lives in Iva, S.C., 
and is pastor of the Bethel­
Ruhamah Charge of the United 
Methodist Church. • Kathryn 
Fulton Jives in San Diego, 
Calif., where she owns and 
directs Sound Health, a music 
therapy service agency. • 
The Center for Developmental 
Services in Greenville has 
named Jason Richards its 
assistant director. He was 
previously leadership giving 
manager with the United Way 
of Greenville County. • Julie 
Stackhouse of Jacksonville, 
Fla., is assistant women's track 
coach at the University of 
North Florida. • Cathy Stevens 
has been named assistant 
project director with the 
Richard W. Riley Institute 
of Government, Politics and 
Public Leadership at Furman. 
• Darcy Walker practices law 
in the Philadelphia office of 
Drinker Biddle & Reath. • 
MARRIAGES: Katherine 
Brittain and Mark Sandvos, 
August 27. They live in St. 
Louis, Mo., where she works 
for a mental health agency and 
he is an attorney with USBank. 
• Lawra Cannon and Marion 
Boyce, September 3. They 
Jive in Columbia, S.C., where 
Lawra works for the state 
Department of Health and 
Environmental Control in the 
Bureau of Air Quality. Marion 
is a police officer for the city 
of West Columbia. • Jeff 
Crews and Alina Kelman '03, 
October 1. Jeff is a lead 
research specialist at Yerkes 
Primate Center in Atlanta and 
Alina is a student at Candler 
School of Theology at Emory 
University. • Oscar Gertsch 
and Emily Swift, June 26. Oscar 
is in the U.S. Army and Emily 
teaches in Furman's music 
department. • Nicole Malseed 
and Brandon Berry '04, July 
15 .  They live in Pasadena, 
Calif., and are students at 
Fuller Theological Seminary. 
Nicole is studying for a master's 
degree in crosscultural studies 
and Brandon is working on 
a Master of Divinity degree. 
Nikki Lynn Miller and Terry 
Mark Hudson, October 8, 
Greenville. Lynn is director 
of industrial medicine at Mary 
Black Physician Group in 
Spartanburg, S.C., and Terry 
is an estimator/project manager 
for Tindal Corporation. • 
Adrienne Nelson and Casey 
Reich, October 8. They live 
in Charlotte, N.C., and Adrienne 
is employee assistance program 
counselor at Presbyterian 
Hospital. • BIRTHS: Scott 
and Rebecca Heaberlin, 
a daughter, Cayleigh Nicole, 
November 1 ,  Columbia, S.C..  
Scott is a lead developer with 
BlueCross BlueShield of South 
Carolina. • John '02 and 
Nicole Knapp K-Weber, a daugh­
ter, Opal Caye, June 22, 
Columbia, Mo. 
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Chris Bainbridge completed 
a master's degree in journalism 
at the University of Nebraska 
and is now project specialist 
with Bclip Productions, a 
video production company 
in Asheville, N.C. • Amber 
Brock received her master's 
degree in Spanish from the 
University of Georgia in 
August and is working as 
program coordinator at the 
school's Center for Continuing 
Education and as director 
of the university's Summer 
Academy. • Peter Kay is a 
student at the University of 
South Carolina, studying for 
a doctorate in music composi­
tion. Lauren Jeanette Myers 
of State College, Pa., recently 
received a master's degree in 
psychology from Pennsylvania 
State University. She is 
enrolled in the school's Ph.D. 
program and is working as 
a graduate assistant i n  the 
psychology department. • 
Justin John Price, who recently 
received a master's degree in 
city and regional planning 
from Clemson University, is 
enrolled at the Charleston 
(S.C.) School of Law. • Abby 
Sellers earned a Master of 
Science degree in nursing 
(women's health practitioner) 
from Vanderbilt University 
in August. She now lives 
in Greenville. • Roxana 
Tuculescu recently earned her 
J.D. degree at Georgetown 
University Law Center and 
has joined Haynsworth Sinkler 
Boyd, P.A., in Greenville. She 
works in the firm's business 
group. • Ken Wiltberger is 
employed by The Federalist 
Society in Washington, D.C., 
as director of publications. 
• MARRIAGES: William 
Michael Baisley and Ashley 
Montgomery Callahan '03, 
October 22. Mike received 
his J.D. degree from the Uni­
versity of Tennessee and is an 
attorney in the Knoxville firm 
of Woolf, Bright, Allen & 
Carpenter, PLLC. Ashley 
works for Gypsum Manage­
ment and Supply Corporation. 
Susan Bumgarner and Geoff 
Reed, October 1 .  They live in 
Columbia, Md. • Michi Diane 
Corn (M.A.) and Christopher 
Anthony Cortese, October 1 .  
She i s  assistant principal at 
Hillcrest Middle School in 
Greenville County and he is 
owner of Affordable Appraisal 
& Atlas Mortgage. • Craig 
Davis and Jessica Walsh '03, 
June 1 1 .  Both are teachers in 
the Spartanburg (S.C.) School 
District. Vance Walker Embry 
and Nancy Kelly McGuire '04, 
April 16. They live in Sarasota, 
Fla. Rob Hartman and Laura 
Kinard, June 18 .  They live in 
Greenville where Laura is an 
obstetrics/gynecology resident 
at the Greenville Hospital 
System University Medical 
Center. Rob is finishing his 
last year of medical school 
through the University of 
South Carolina School of 
Medicine. • Rebecca Rank 
and Ryan Stone '04, July 16.  
Rebecca teaches at Dorman 
High School in Spartanburg, 
S.C. • Tom Wyatt and Leslie 
Duesenberg '03, July 9. They 
live in Aiken, S.C . • BIRTH: 
Chuck and Amanda Crawford 
Underhill, a daughter, Caroline 
Joy, November I I , 2004, 
Lexington, S.C. 
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MARRIAGES: Betsy 
Buchanan and Walt Tanner, 
August 6. Betsy is in her final 
year at the University of 
Georgia Law School and 
Walt is a youth pastor. • 
Anna Graham Day and Nicholas 
Timothy Batzig, October 29. 
She teaches at Mitchell Road 
Christian Academy in Green­
ville and he attends Greenville 
Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. • Wallis McKinley 
Larkins and Megan Leigh 
Spengeman, September 17. 
They live in Alpharetta, Ga., 
where he is a technical artist 
at Hi-Rez Studios. She has 
earned a Master of Pub! ic 
Education degree from the 
University of Georgia. • 
Jennifer Marie Murphy and 
Dan Mcinnis, November 20, 
2004. They live in Asheboro, 
N.C., and Jennifer teaches in 
the Randolph County School 
System. • LeRyiah Puffer and 
Russell Arant, October 22. 
LeRyiah has earned a master's 
degree in public health admin­
istration and works as senior 
strength trainer for the Lexing­
ton County (S.C.) Recreation 
and Aging Commission. 
04 
Next reunion in 2009 
Louisa Grant Carter is a first­
year student at the College of 
Charleston (S.C.), where she 
is pursuing a master's degree 
in environmental studies. She 
works as a research specialist/ 
graduate assistant with the 
Agricultural Research Service, 
USDA. • Ryan and Carrie 
Headley live in Columbia, 
S.C., where he is in graduate 
school at the University of 
South Carolina and she works 
CLASS NOTES 
Because of the large number 
of submissions and clippings 
Furman receives for the maga­
zine's class notes section and 
the time needed to review, com­
pile and edit so much informa­
tion, news items frequently are 
not published until five or six 
months after they are submitted. 
Furman magazine does not 
publish dated items (anything 
more than 18 months old at time 
of publication) or engagement 
announcements. Birth and 
marriage announcements for 
alumni couples who graduated in 
different years are included un­
der the earliest graduation date 
(except if requested otherwise); 
they are not listed under both 
classes. When submitting items, 
please include your spouse's 
or child's name, whether your 
spouse is a Furman graduate, 
and the date and city where 
the birth or marriage occurred. 
Send news to the Office of 
Marketing and Public Relations, 
Furman University, 3300 Poinsett 
Highway, Greenville, S.C. 29613, 
or e-mail to alumni@furman.edu. 
Selected information submitted 
to the on-line alumni registry 
(www.furman.edu/alumni) 
is included in class notes. 
for the university's School 
of Public Health. McCall 
Holman earned a degree in 
architecture from Clemson 
University and has entered 
graduate school at the Southern 
California Institute of Archi­
tecture in Los Angeles. 
MARRIAGES: Carmen 
Band and James Sawyers, 
May 20. They live in Nashville, 
Tenn., where Carmen is study­
ing for her master's degree in 
medical physics at Vanderbilt 
University School of Medicine 
and Jim is the computer system 
administrator at Vanderbilt 
Law School. • Dominic 
Franchini and Laura Roesch, 
June 18 .  They live in Hamilton, 
Ohio. Dominic is a service 
representative with Horan 
Associates and Laura is a 
registered nurse. • Andrew 
Joseph Latora and Rebecca 
Williams, December 4, 2004. 
43 
Furmanalumni news 
CLASS NOTES WINTER 06, cont. 
A plaque for the Shack 
'Rustic mountain cottage' recognized as campus landmark 
Most Furman graduates probably aren't 
aware of the significance of one of the 
university's least ostentatious bui ld ings: 
the Shack. 
Nestled alongside the Hut, (Eco-) 
Cottage and Cabin on the lakefront road 
leading to the Bell Tower and Old College, 
the Shack was built in 1 937 on the Green­
vil le Woman's College campus at the 
behest of Dean Virginia Thomas. In her 
book Academy and College: The History 
of the Woman's College of Furman 
University, English professor Judith 
Bainbridge describes the Shack as a 
"rustic mountain cottage" that served 
as an " informal meeting place" for 
students. 
When the women moved to the 
current campus in 1 961 , the Shack 
came as wel l  - the only bui ld ing from 
the Woman's College to make it to the 
unified Furman campus. 
Last year, while researching a paper 
on the h istory of women at Furman, 
Jennifer Ward '07 uncovered the history 
of the Shack and determined that its 
place in university annals deserved to 
be acknowledged. "I realized how sig­
nificant this bui lding really is and thought 
it should be recognized accordingly," 
she says. 
Her efforts paid off. At the Senior 
Order brunch during Homecoming 
Weekend in October, Ward and Nancy 
Wi l l is Massey '44, the senior member 
of Senior Order in  attendance, unveiled 
a plaque commemorating the Shack's 
historical significance. 
The plaque, which now sits outside 
the house, states: "The Shack, built in 
1 937, served as a snack bar and rustic 
gathering place on the campus of the 
university's coordi nate women's college 
until it was moved to Furman's new 
campus in 1 961 . Now a student resi­
dence, it is the only remaining structure 
from the former Greenville Woman's 
College." 
But how and when was the Shack 
converted from meeting place to student 
housing? 
In  December of 1 970, retention at 
Furman was high and a large group of 
students were about to return to campus 
from studying abroad. The university 
was concerned that there wouldn't 
be enough beds to go around. 
Helen McCall ie '71 , a Senior Order 
member now living near St. Louis, sent 
this note recal l ing what happened: "One 
of my roommates mentioned to Dean 
[Marguerite] Chiles that the five of us 
in our suite would be wi l l ing to move into 
the Shack. She said this rather as a joke, 
since there was no chance of anyone 
ever getting to live there. 
"The next day, Dean Ch iles called 
me in  to ask if I thought we would be 
wi l l ing. Were we ever!" Which is how 
McCallie and her roommates - Betsy 
O'Kelley (Mi lford), Betty Hughes (Harry), 
Mary Gale Boyd (Brown) and Ju l ia  
Harding (Mies) - became the first 
students to live in the Shack. 
"What an adventure it was! Since 
it was a new thing, even faculty were 
asking to be invited to parties," wrote 
McCall ie, recal l ing how "special" she 
Jennifer Ward says of her efforts, "This 
is something I am proud to leave behind. " 
and her roommates felt. "We entertained 
at fondue parties . . .  What a shame 
I spent many more hours planning out 
parties than I did on my independent 
study, but look at what I remember now! 
That was the most fun semester five 
girls could have had." 
So here's to the Shack, for finally 
receiving its due as a campus landmark; 
to the trail-blazing women from the Class 
of '71 , who delighted in being the first 
of many residents of the historic building; 
and to Jenn ifer Ward, whose sense of 
history made the recognition possible. 
Ward is hoping to compile an 
anecdotal h istory of the Shack that 
will be kept in the residence. If you have 
stories about the Shack that you would 
l ike to share, please e-mail them to 
jennifer.ward@furman.edu. 
This story adapted from an article by 
April Bernardo '06 in the October 28 
issue of The Paladin .  
Drew is a major account 
executive with IKON in 
Norcross, Ga. Erica 
Kathleen Sutton (M.A. '05) 
and Jason Allen Culbertson, 
September 3. Erica teaches 
Jeff Mullins and Amelia 
Wagner, July 16. They live 
in Morgantown, W.Va. 
05 
Next reunion in 2010 
for the Beijing division of golf 
course digitization and develop­
ment. • Brent Hughes Wales 
Blankenship is a brokerage 
assistant with Morgan Keegan 
& Co. in Memphis, Tenn. 
is a second grade teacher at 
Cherrydale Elementary School 
in Greenville and is pursuing 
her master's degree in elemen­
tary education at Furman. 
Caitlin Rose Caldwell of 
Hoschton, Ga., is a project 
engineer with Ordner Construc­
tion. Richard Chewning 
works as environmental 
at Clinton (S.C.) Elementary 
School and Jason is executive 
director of the South Carolina 
Teacher Advancement Program. 
Julia Bales is employed by 
About Golf, a golf simulation 
company in Beijing, China. 
She is the development manager 
Lauren Ruth Brown of 
St. Simons Island, Ga., is beach 
club supervisor with the Sea 
Island Company. Ellie Bye 
educator with the Jekyll Island 
(Ga.) 4-H Center. Tina 
Denmark of Loganville, Ga., 
is a solutions delivery consul­
tant with the Cerner Corpora­
tion. Kathleen Head is 
coordinator of "All Things 
Important" with The Cohesion 
Group in Macon, Ga. • Anna 
Kathryn Kirby is an associate 
instructor in Spanish at 
Indiana University. 
Elizabeth Marie Mobley 
is employed by Southcoast 
Community Bank in 
Charleston, S.C. Melissa 
Morgan has become a sales 
guide with Land Rover of 
Greenville. • Michael Olson 
works in operations with 
Supreme Machined Products 
in JiangSu Province, China. 
Kate Sakolosky is a physical 
therapy aide at Sibley Hospital 
in Washington, D.C. Nathan 
Searle lives in Greenville and 
is employed as operations 
manager with Montalvo 
Enterprises. • In August, 
Josh Simmons, an officer 
in the U.S. Army, was assigned 
to the Uniformed Services 
University at the National 
Naval Medical Center in 
Bethesda, Md. He is studying 
medicine and expects to 
graduate in 2009. • Briton 
Paul Sparkman of Hempstead, 
N.Y., is a student at Hofstra 
University School of Law. • 
Elizabeth Welden is employed 
by Brasfield & Gorrie in 
Atlanta. • Jodi Tovay lives 
in New York City where she 
is employed by MTV Networks. 
• MARRIAGES: William 
Christopher Cox and Elizabeth 
Anne Ferree, August 6. Chris 
attends the McAfee School of 
Theology at Mercer University. 
They live in Atlanta. • 
Frances Kathryn Mercer and 
Paul Cahill, August 6. They 
live in Atlanta. • Elizabeth 
Mills and Josh Smith, August 
14. They live in Decatur, Ga. 
DEATHS 
Mary Parker Piephoff 
Chapman '26, November 20, 
Atlanta. She worked in the 
alumni office at Agnes Scott 
College and taught in the 
DeKalb County schools. 
William Graham Gale, Sr. '29, 
September 22, Florence, Ala. 
He was a U.S.  Navy veteran 
of World War II and after the 
war was a naval reserve officer. 
Woodrow Wilson Wakefield 
'34, September 2, Greenville. 
He was associated with Duke 
Power Company for 34 years 
until his retirement in 1 974. 
The Greenville chapter of the 
Duke Power Company Retiree 
Club selected him as its 1988 
Retiree of the Year for his 
voluntary participation in 
church and civic activities. 
He was a member of the 
Greenville Downtown Lions 
Club for 41 years and was the 
longtime chair of the South 
Carolina Lions Eye Bank 
Committee. He was also 
a member of the South 
Carolina Lions Hall of Fame. 
Martha Frances Morgan '35, 
September 1 1 , Greenville. 
She was an educator in 
Greenville County Schools 
and taught English and Latin. 
She and her sister, Elizabeth, 
established the Morgan Medi­
tation Garden at Furman in 
memory of their parents. She 
was active in many community 
and civic organizations. 
William Demos Jordan '40, 
March 1 2, Greenville. He 
was retired from Sullivan 
Hardware Co. and also worked 
for many years at Cleveland 
Street YMCA. He served in 
the U.S. Navy during World 
War II. 
Dan Felder Beckman '43, 
November 26, Chapin, S.C. 
He was the last survivor of the 
original South Carolina Law 
Enforcement Division (SLED) 
agents and was trainer of the 
first SLED bloodhound team. 
He was awarded the Order 
of the Palmetto, the highest 
civilian honor a South Caro­
linian can receive. He was 
a past secretary of the S.C. 
Law Enforcement Officers 
Association, was a 1 23rd 
degree Mason, and was an 
avid supporter of the Shriners 
Hospital, serving as provost 
for three Potentates. He was 
an Army veteran of World 
War II. 
Paul M. Sizemore, Sr. '43, 
August 30, Unionville, Va. 
A three-time All-America 
football player and former 
coach at Furman, he also 
coached at Virginia Tech and, 
from 1 952 to 1 983, at Orange 
County High School. He was 
active in the Virginia High 
School League and was a mem­
ber of the league's Hall of 
Fame. He served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II 
and was a member of the 
Orange American Legion 
Post #156. 
William Arthur Boyce '44 
(honorary LL.D. '69), Novem­
ber 9, Columbia, S.C. He was 
a longtime administrator with 
South Carolina Baptist Hospital, 
eventually serving as president 
and chief executive officer of 
S.C. Baptist Hospitals, Inc. 
He retired as president 
emeritus in 1 987. The W.A. 
Boyce Professional Office 
Building in Columbia was 
named in his honor. He was 
a recipient of the Anderson 
College Achievement Award 
and was recognized by the 
state General Assembly for his 
years of service to S.C. Baptist 
Hospitals. He was a trustee 
of the American Protestant 
Hospital Association and 
a charter member of the 
American Association of 
Hospital Accountants. He 
held membership and lead­
ership positions in a number 
of other medical associations, 
as well as in the Greater 
Columbia Chamber of Com­
merce and Columbia Sertoma 
Club. 
Wayne Henry Chapman '45, 
November 17, Greenville. 
He was retired from Duke 
Power and was a member of 
the Greenville Lions Club. He 
was a U.S.  Air Force veteran. 
James Foy '45, October 6, 
Greenville. He was a U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran and 
was retired from Janitor Supply 
and Chemical. He was a char­
ter member of the Pleasantburg 
Lions Club and was in the 
Upstate Seniors Golf 
Association. 
Jean Evelyn Craig '46, May 
16, Bedford, Texas. She was 
a retired social worker. 
Margaret Randle Richardson 
Gulledge '46, September 3, 
Sumter, S.C. 
George William "Booker" 
Turner '47, Everglades City, 
Fla. After serving in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II, he 
was vice president for research 
and development in converted 
packaging materials for Arnold 
Cellophane Corporation of 
Miami. 
Dorothy McClenaghan Hamlin 
'48, December 1, 2004, 
Norcross, Ga. She was retired 
from J.C. Penney Co. (North­
lake) as a sales associate in 
the bridal department. 
Kenneth lee Heatherly '48, 
October 17, Naples, Fla. After 
service in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps during World War II, 
he was an executive with the 
Chrysler Corp. for more than 
35 years and continued in 
corporate consulting until 
his death. 
G.F. "Francis" Huntley '48 
(M.A. '5 1), November 5, 
Fairview, N.C. Following 
service in the Army Air Corps 
during World War II and 
completion of his education, 
he was a high school principal 
and taught and coached at 
several schools in the Carolinas. 
Wayne Dennis Taylor '48, 
September 12, Greenville. 
He was a U.S.  Navy veteran 
of World War II .  He was an 
educator, having been an 
assistant principal at Welcome 
High School, principal of 
Welcome Elementary School 
and Tanglewood Middle 
School, and director of adult 
education with the Greenville 
County School District. He 
was active in statewide adult 
education organizations and 
was a longtime board member 
of the Greenville Federal 
Credit Union. 
James leon "Jim" Burgess, Jr. 
'49, October 18 ,  Florence, S.C. 
He was a dealer relations 
manager with GMAC for 42 
years and was a Navy veteran 
of World War II. 
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William Evans '49, December Harry Chalk '54, November 18,  II and was on the Minister's from the school in 1 984. He 
2, Greenville. He flew B-17s West Columbia, S.C. He was Board at Charleston Southern was a member of the Victoria 
as a navigator in the U.S. Army an Army veteran of World University. County Retired Teachers 
Air Corps during World War War II, after which he went William Fletcher Rochester, Jr. and the Texas Ex-Students II and was the lone survivor of into the ministry. He served Association. 
a nine-man crew whose plane Baptist churches in South '58, November 15, William-
went down over England. He Carolina, Mississippi and ston, S.C. He was a Baptist Samuel "Sammy" Tilton Kirby 
worked 28 years with Liberty Louisiana. minister for 40 years, including Ill '72, September 2 1 ,  Vance, 
Life Insurance Company as senior pastorates in Statenville, S.C. 
treasurer and then as senior Thomas Mitchell Drake '55, Ga., Greenville and Townville, Grace India Simmons, M.A. 
vice president with USLICO September 28, Hilton Head S.C. He also served several '72, June 30, Fairmount, Ill. 
in Washington, D.C., until he Island, S.C. He was a U.S. upstate South Carolina churches 
retired. He was a certified Navy veteran of the Korean as associate pastor and interim leon James '81 ,  October 10, 
financial planner and a fellow War. He taught political pastor. He was in the U.S.  Air Sackets Harbor, N.Y. While 
in the Institute of Life Office science at Furman and at West Force during the Korean War. serving in Baghdad as a regi-
Management Association. Virginia University and was Miriam louise Loftis Joner mental commander, he suf-a liaison with the College of 
'62, August 26, Greenville. fered injuries in a September Robert Jackson '49, October the Virgin Islands. He retired 26 road attack. He died at 
14, Martinsburg, W.Va. He from the West Virginia State She had been employed with Walter Reed Army Medical 
served in the U.S. Navy during Supreme Court Law Library. North Greenville College and Center in Washington, D.C., 
World War II, after which he was active with Greenville and was buried with full 
worked as a chiropractor for Charles Egbert Beall '56, Christian Fellowship. military honors in Arlington October 28, Palm Beach, Fla. more than 50 years and served 
After earning his J.D. degree Elizabeth Jane Boyce National Cemetery. He as president of the West 
from Stetson Law School, Galloway, M.A.'63, November enlisted in the Army in 1982 Virginia Chiropractic Associa-
he became a member of the 2, Williamston, S.C. Her teach- and trained to be an infantry-tion. He was a member of 
Florida Bar Association. He ing career spanned more than man, then received his commis-Good News Gospel Singers 
practiced law in Palm Beach 40 years, including more than sion in Field Artillery in 1 985 and Lazy River Band. 
with his father before becom- 10 years as a teacher and read- after completing Officers 
John Hudson Kirkland, Jr. '50, ing the corporate lawyer for ing consultant in Anderson Candidate School. He served 
October 19, Greenwood, S.C. West India Shipping and (S.C.) County School District stateside assignments at Fort 
He served in the U.S. Air moving to Brazil, where 1. She taught on the collegiate Campbell and Fort Knox in 
Force during World War II he remained for 22 years. level at Furman, Clemson Kentucky, Fort Sill, Okla., 
as a B-29 radar navigator- He served in the U.S. Army University and Erskine College Fort Gordon, Ga., and Fort 
bombardier, flying with the Tank Corps. and worked for the South Drum, N.Y. Overseas he 
468th General Billy Mitchell Carolina Department of Educa- served in South Korea, Bosnia, 
Bomb Group, the most Robert Henry Freeland '56, tion. She served as consultant Kuwait and Iraq. In Kuwait 
decorated bomb group during September 13,  Gray Court, and chair for Southern As so- he worked as a military 
World War II. He received S.C. He was an airman first ciation of Colleges and Schools observer and as the senior 
a number of military awards, class in the U.S.  Air Force evaluations, was a member operations officer for the 
including a Distinguished during the Korean Conflict. of Triple E Writing Committee, United Nations Iraq and 
Flying Cross. He attended He served as a Baptist minis- and was president of the State Kuwait Observer Mission. 
dental school and practiced ter for 45 years and was active International Reading Associ- Among his commendations 
dentistry in Greenwood for in mission outreach for 10  ation. She published material and awards were the Bronze 
35 years. He served as chief years, primarily in Brazil. for the Scott Foresman Star Medal, Purple Heart, 
of the dental staff at Self Kenneth Riley Moss '56, 
Publishing Co., contributed Defense Meritorious Service 
numerous articles to educa- Medal, Air Assault Badge and Memorial Hospital and was November 4, Knoxville, Tenn. 
an organizer and former direc- A U.S. Navy veteran of the 
tiona! journals, and conducted Parachutist Badge. While in 
workshops for various teach- secondary school, he became tor of the Greenwood Medical Korean Conflict, he was ing organizations. the youngest Eagle Scout in Center. He was past president retired from the insurance 
of the Greenwood County industry and most recently Monroe "Coach" Northcutt, 
the state of Massachusetts. 
He was a member of the board Dental Association and former from AFLAC. M.A. '67, October 3 1 ,  Victoria, of Sackets Harbor Memorial member of the board of the Texas. He served as an athletic Library and the Field Artillery Piedmont District Dental Arthur Hardy Smith '57, trainer in the U.S. Navy during 
Association. He was a former September 9, North Charleston, World War II. After the war 
Association. 
director of the Greenwood S.C. He was minister at he completed his undergraduate Melanie Knight Wright '88,  
Shrine Club, past director and Sauldam Baptist Church education and coached at high November 20, Cumming, Ga. 
international director of the in Ravenel, S.C., for 21 years schools in Corpus Christi, She had been employed by 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, and served several other Texas, before moving to Optio Software as a technical 
and member of American churches in the South Carolina Victoria College. He was writer and received several 
Legion Post # 20. Lowcountry. He was in the awarded the National Junior awards for her work. She also 
U.S.  Navy during World War College Coaching Award at worked with her husband 
Victoria in 1973 and retired in his optometry practice. 
The right channels 
Los Angeles, California - home of 
the infamous world of Hol lywood. It 
is a ruthless city, more than 2,000 mi les 
from the comfort of the Furman bubble, 
that brings rejection every step of the 
way and where everyone is, was or 
would l ike to be entertainment's next 
big star. 
Such a competitive environment 
hardly seems the place for an inex­
perienced newcomer, fresh from the 
supportive atmosphere of the Furman 
campus, to succeed at becoming an 
actor, executive producer or director. 
For one young Furman alumnus, 
though, passion and dedication fueled 
his desire to break into this seemingly 
impenetrable world, and with the help 
of h is Furman connections and the 
power of networking, his dreams of 
an acting career are coming true. 
When Anderson Reid Gormly 
graduated from Furman in 2004 with 
a degree in communication studies, 
he resolved to go wherever he needed 
in order to have the greatest opportunity 
for success. This dream took him to 
Los Angeles. 
After four years of life in the bubble, 
one might think that moving to a city 
of more than 10 mi l l ion people would 
be somewhat daunting. However, hav­
ing survived Furman's intense academic 
regimen, Reid, like so many other alumni, 
felt invincible. With the support of his 
fami ly and friends and the resources 
of the Furman alumni network at his 
fingertips, he made the leap with 
confidence. 
He also quickly discovered that, 
as with any other career, who you know 
is often more important than anything 
else. So he immediately set out to meet 
with everyone he knew in the industry -
including me. 
After graduating in 2003, I had 
taken my communication studies degree 
and moved to Los Angeles to pursue 
a job as a television producer. Having 
worked in Furman's Office of Career 
Services for two years under John 
Barker, I had witnessed firsthand the 
power of networking and q uickly learned 
how valuable it could be to my success. 
The power - and the value - of networking, Furman style 
Like so many others, I was drawn 
to the entertainment industry because 
it would allow me the freedom to be 
creative while offering an outlet to have 
a powerful voice. I took the tools I 
acquired at Furman and set off to pursue 
my dream of becoming a producer. 
Soon after arriving in LA, I used my 
networking skil ls to land a job at Reveille, 
a television production and development 
company, working directly under the 
executive vice president of creative 
affairs. This job has provided me the 
opportunity to develop, sell and produce 
such shows as N BC's "The Office" 
and "The Biggest Loser," Bravo's "Blow 
Out," USA's "Nashville Star" and FX's 
"30 Days." 
While working on these shows, 
I quickly learned that a key element to 
their success is casting, and that finding 
the right talent starts with getting the 
right people to audition. Auditions 
are coveted because, while they can 
always provide that one big break that 
kick-starts an actor's career, they also 
help a performer establ ish relation­
ships with network executives, agents, 
managers, casting d irectors and 
producers. 
After reconnecting with Reid, I knew 
he had a long road ahead. I also sensed 
that one day we would work together. 
However, I had no idea it would happen 
so quickly. 
One meeting led to another, and 
eventually I arranged an informal meet­
ing between Reid and Teri Weinberg, 
our vice president of casting and scripted 
development. Although this was just 
an introductory interview, it proved 
to be a vital part of the networking 
process for Reid, as he gained valuable 
face time and rapport with a casting 
executive. He also got his head shot 
into our system, instead of in the nearest 
trash can. 
Eight months later, I called Reid 
to let him know that, at my suggestion, 
Teri had submitted his name for a part 
on "The Office" that I knew would be 
perfect for h im.  At that point, I had done 
all I could. Reid had his foot in the door; 
the rest was up to him. 
Reid Gormly (left) and Chad Bennett 
celebrate Reid's "Office" work. 
He auditioned, and sure enough, 
he was offered a small feature role on 
the November 22 episode titled "Email 
Surveillance." The role not only gave 
him prime-time exposure, but it enabled 
him to earn his Screen Actors Gui ld card 
- a milestone for any aspiring actor, 
since most agents and casting d irectors 
insist that you have your card before 
they wi l l  work with you. Because of 
this opportunity, many doors wil l  now 
open for Reid. 
This experience also opened both 
our eyes to the realization that, by sup­
porting our fellow alumni, we help to 
better Furman and each other. Reid 
and I are proof that you can trust the 
Furman network to help you pursue 
the career and life that you have always 
dreamed of. 
Now go cal l a Paladin!  
- Chad Bennett '03 
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Since becoming director of multicultural affairs 
at Furman in 1 996, I have worked with the 
Alumni Office to develop more opportunities 
for black alumni to meet, mingle and reminisce 
about their experiences at Furman. 
Recent gatherings indicate that our efforts 
are paying off. One of our best-attended meet­
ings came in Atlanta last summer, when 24 
alumni and several students gathered at the 
home of Angela Walker Franklin ' 8 1 ,  a profes­
sor and administrator at Morehouse College 
School of Medicine and a former member of 
the Furman board of trustees. 
The momentum carried 
through to Homecoming 2005, 
when the annual African­
American alumni drop-in 
celebrated the return of 35 
alumni - one of our largest 
groups yet. 
The success of these events 
illustrates a growing interest 
among black alumni in main­
taining a connection to Furman. 
For younger graduates and 
students, these gatherings pro­
vide wonderful opportunities 
to network with more estab­
lished alumni who can offer 
advice about careers and job 
opportunities. At the same 
time, "seasoned" alumni benefit from the chance 
to meet the younger crowd and learn about their 
talent and potential. 
During these meetings, we frequently share 
stories about our years on campus. For under­
represented ethnic populations at any overwhelm­
ingly white institution like Furman, academic 
and social life can be difficult. To combat our 
sense of isolation and uncertainty during our 
student days, we naturally tended to gravitate 
to each other for companionship and support. 
Because our undergraduate experience was 
not always easy, many of us have perhaps kept 
alma mater at arm's length. But now that we've 
developed some perspective on our college days, 
many of us also realize that Furman helped us 
lay the groundwork for our futures and prepared 
us for life in the real world. And when one 
takes into account the giant strides the university 
has taken over the last 20 years, there's no 
question that the value of a Furman degree 
is increasing exponentially. 
At our gatherings, I frequently talk about 
university initiatives designed to strengthen 
the college experience for students of color, 
who now make up approximately 1 0  percent 
of the student population. The university has 
made a strategic commitment not only to recruit 
more minority students, faculty and staff, but 
to develop programs that will foster greater 
cultural understanding and encourage interaction 
and dialogue among all groups on campus. 
I have another important role as well: 
to listen to the thoughts and ideas of minority 
alumni and serve as their voice to the 
administration. 
In addition, I usually provide an update 
on the Joseph Vaughn Scholarship, named in 
honor of the first African-American to attend 
Furman. Joe, a member of the Class of '68, 
was a true trailblazer, and the scholarship 
is designed for students who deserve the 
opportunity to change Furman for the better, 
as he did. Thanks to strong alumni support, 
three students to date have been awarded the 
Vaughn Scholarship. Many more will benefit 
as the scholarship fund continues to grow. 
We enjoyed a busy year in 2005. Aside 
from the meetings in Atlanta and at Home­
coming, we held events in Washington, D.C. 
(hosted by Bernard Durham ' 84) and Charleston, 
S.C. (with Louis Heyward ' 87  as host). For 
2006 we have already scheduled meetings 
in Columbia, S.C. (Robert Capers ' 83)  and 
Charlotte, N.C. (Charles Hunter ' 84), and we 
plan another summer gathering in Atlanta that 
will be coordinated by current trustee Stanford 
Jennings ' 84 and Sonya Scott Jackson '95.  
We look forward to reconnecting with 
friends old and new at these events. If you 
are interested in helping to arrange a gathering 
in your area, please call (864) 294-3 104 
or e-mail me at idella.glenn@furman.edu. 
- Idella Goodson Glenn '84 
Director, Multicultural Affairs 
The author recently received the Bobby E. Leach 
Award from the Southern Association for College 
Student Affairs. The award is SACSA's highest 
honor for diversity professionals and goes 
to a member who has contributed significantly 
to the development of multicultural relations 
on a college campus. To learn more about 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs at Furman, 
visit www.furman. edu/multiculturallindex. htm. 
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